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Increasing speculation in America and 
Europe about the possible return to full- 
scale road racing by the giant Japanese 
Honda concern — with a complete new 
range of technically advanced two-stroke 
does not appear to be without 
foundation. 

Honda has set up a special department 
at the Suzuka circuit which is obviously 
no more than a thinly disguised racing 
section. Several models are under devel- 
opment, including a V-six for Formula 
750 racing. 

Leading officials from the factory have 
been observed at recent American road 
faces and it is known that discussions 
have taken place between them and 
Ronnie Krause, who used to organise a 
team of CR750 Hondas in American 
events. 

Unconfirmed rumours indicate that 
Prototype 500, 250 and 125 c.c. road 
racers — all two-strokes — are also under 
development. The big model is believed 
to have three cylinders and be water- 
cooled. The others are said to be ain 
cooled. 

Multiple world champion, _ Italy's 
Giacomo Agostini, and Englishman Paul 
Smart have been named as possible works 
riders by overseas magazines. Both have 
been approached by Honda officials, 
although nobody is saying anything yet. 
Smart is currently riding works Suzukis 
add with considerable success. ' 


Agostini; who lost his world 500 title 
“to Britain’s Phil Read this year, has made 


it plain that he is unhappy with MV— 
Augusta and his team-mate, Read. He has 
.blamed MV for some of his failures this 
year, which he has attributed to mechan- 
ical problems, and he has_ publicly: 
threatened to leave the Italian team unless 

Read “stops being a braggart’’. 

His contract with MV ends in October, 
No doubt this is something Honda officials 
are not unaware of 









There is a strong possibility that the 
New Zealand Auto Cycle Union will 
decide to break its traditional ties with 
the Auto Cycle Union (London) and 
seek direct affiliation with the Federation 
Internationale de Motorcycliste (F.I.M,) 
within the next six months, 

Investigations into the effects of such 
a move are currently being conducted 
by the NZACU executive. It will bring 
down a full report to the next annual 
conference which, because of the alterat- 
jon of the ACU year, will take place next 
March or early in April. 

At this meeting, a decision one way 
or the other will be made, 








The general concensus among riders 
and officials is that New Zealand is big 
enough to.administer its own affairs 
internationally. In spite of substantial 
increases in administrative costs, the split 
with Great Britain seems inevitable, 

The man who originally raised the 
matter at the last NZACU conference was 
one of its most experienced and respected 











Husqvarna 

















400 «moto cross 


5 SPEED CLOSE RATIO GEARBOX 
$1635 


NE! 


AVAILABLE FOR 


CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS 





IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


450 cross country 


5 SPEED CLOSE RATIO GEARBOX 
$1685 









84 TAONUI STREET 
PALMERSTON NORTH 


PHONE: 87082 


MOTORS LIMITED 
L. M, V. D. 


W ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS 









officials, life member Tom McCleary sen. 
His remit that “the union seriously 
considers affiliation to the F.I.M." was 
enthusiastically received. The executive 
was instructed to further investigate the 
matter and report back, 

“| put that remit forward simply so 
that the whole question could be examin- 
ed’’, Mr. McCleary said. “Based on what 
| have read and understand, | think it 
would be a good thing to affiliate direct. 
“We are big enough to stand on our own 
two feet’. MOST: meets 

Mr. McCleary had been thinking about 
such a move for some time but the final 


A men to watch 


Ashburton’s 
Ross Horsburgh wheelies his 250 Honda over 
the brow of a hill during the Commonwealth 
Games moto-cross at Oggs Farm, near Christ- 
church, recently. 





NZACU TO SPLIT 
WITH BRITAIN? 


straw which prompted him into action 
was: the refusal of the British Speedway 
Promoters’ Association and the British 
ACU-Speedway Control Board to allow 
the four times world speedway champion, 
Barry Briggs of New Zealand, to enter 
the qualifying rounds of the 1973 world 
title. 

The problems Australia was having 
getting a team accepted for the Inter- 
national six days trial in Massachusetts 


added fuel to the fire. 


Cont on page 2 
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Australia has already decided to seek 
direct affiliation and this is expected to 
be finalised within 12 months. At present, 
both Australia and New Zealand are 
affiliated to the British ACU and their 
interests on the FIM are represented by 
British delegates, 

“If it is at all feasible, we will go it 
alone’, one of the new members of the 
NZACU_ executive, former scrambler 
Murray Butler, of Christchurch, comment- 
ed. “Australia has already decided to 
break away from Great Britain and we are 
waiting for a report from there, That 
should provide us with quite a bit of 
information.. We know that it will be 
quite involved financially to affiliate 
direct. To attend the FIM conference 
alone would cost more money.” 

He said that there were four alternat: 
ives to be considered: — 


1, Retain the status quo. 

2. Affiliate direct with the FIM, 

3. Combine with South East Asia, and 
Australia and affiliate to the FIM as 
one body 

4. Combine with Australia as one body. 
Mr. Butler is a little concerned that 

the average rider is not very concerned 

about the proposals. ‘He doesn't take 

@ great deal of notice about what is 

going on but it is him that this will 

affect.” 

The competitors who will face the 
biggest changes will be those involved in 
speedway. Under the present system, 
New Zealanders are treated the same as 
British riders. They can race in Britain 
and can qualify for the world champion- 
ship in the British rounds. They can, and 
have, represented Great Britain, 

Direct affiliation with the FIM will 
mean that New Zealand will have to hold 
its own world championship qualifying 
rounds and the need for riders to race in 
the British League to ensure entry to the 
British rounds will no longer be essential. 
So the whole structure of world speedway 
could, in a sense, be changed. 

The ACU in London has already been 
sounded out on the proposal for New 
Zealand to affiliate direct and has raised 
no objections. However, it was notable 
that New Zealand's four times world 
champion, |van Mauger, Unquestionably 
the finest western speedway rider in the 
world today, was omitted from the 
British team which recently won the 
World Teams’ Cup contest. It was, 
perhaps, the first sign that Britain has 
accepted that New Zealand's eventual 
breakaway is inevitable. 


(A further report is published on this page) 


Rod Dew 
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The background of Rod Dew is pretty 
dull, A senior-journalist-by-appointment 
on the staff of the Christchurch daily 
newspaper, “The Press”, he has been 
associated with the reporting of motor- 
cycling for a period which began long 
before the lid came off import restrictions 
and sparked off the current boom. There 
was a time when he was the only working 
journalist in New Zealand specialising in 
the affairs of two-wheelers 

He is the New Zealand correspondent 
for Revs Motorcycle News in Australia and 
for the English Newspaper, Motor 
Cycle’. He has also been a major 
contributor to ‘New Zealand Motor Cycle 
News” sister magazine, “Stockcar and 
Speedway Sport’. He also writes the 
occasional article for ‘The Press’ when 
time permits. 

Widely travelled, he spent two years 
working on newspapers in Britain in the 
early 1960s. He has just returned from a 
quick trip to Singapore, Malaysia and 
Penang. 

Currently, he is working on a biography 
of the former double world speedway 
champion, Ronnie Moore. In what spare 
time he has he farms a small orchard over- 
looking Governors Bay on Banks Peninsula, 
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The start of a new publication is always 
an exciting time and New Zealand Motor 
cycle News is no exception. 

Many people will know of the New 
Zealand Motorcycle News of old which 
has been circulating, sometimes well, 
sometimes poorly, in this country for 
around six years. 

When Darryl New, longtime publisher 
of this paper decided to cease publication 
we took up the challenge and moved 
gingerly into his shoes, The name, 
New Zealand Motorcycle News, we decid- 
ed to keep, but the content and look of 
the magazine you will see in this issue, 
and in the issues to come, has been 
changed markedly. 

Also, we have a new editor, Rod Dew, 
who has been long associated with motor- 
cycles and motorcycling people (see 
column this page) and a staff reporter, 
Bob Northrop whom many of you will 
meet as he treks around the motorcycling 
events in New Zealand 

We have a new editorial policy which 
is ‘New Zealand news first’: We will 
earnestly attempt to give the best national 
coverage of motorcycling in this country 
that you've ever seen. 

This will encompass the sport and its 
personalities, the administration of motor- 
cycling and why people make the 
decisions they do, We will run regular 
road impressions, and reports on the 
trade and its activities. Club events will 





not escape our notice neither will the 
general interest story for there has been 
a tremendous upsurge in motorcycling 
for fun and sport in New Zealand and it 
is our intention to provide interesting 
items for both the pleasure seeker and the 
ardent fan. 

New Zealand Motorcycle News will 
join two other motoring publications 
published by Fourman Holdings Ltd — 
Motorman and Stockcar and Speedway 
Sport. Both these magazines are well 
accepted by motoring enthusiasts and 
stockcar and speedway fans and we have 
no doubt that the new looking and 
revitalised New Zealand Motorcycle News 
will very soon gain a similar following 
by motorcycling people who wish to be 
entertained as well as being kept informed 
about motorcycling in this country. 

To all readers of New Zealand Motor- 
cycle News, both new and old, we extend 
a welcome. We trust that there are 
stories in this issue which you will like 
and enjoy. If you have any comments or 
ideas that you think will make the public- 
ation even more interesting why not 
drop us a line. 


David Hall 


dae 


Managing Editor 





LETTERS 


| am sorry to see that the Auto Cycle 

Union has again made no provision for 
scrambles riders on 250cc machinery in 
this season’s New Zealand moto-cross 
championship. It seems strange to me that 
in New Zealand there is a system of A, 

B and C class racing in the national 
championship with no consideration 
(apart from the new 125 class) for engine 
capacities, The world championships 

are decided on a capacity basis. What has 
prompted New Zealand to step out of 
line? It seems even'stranger when one ~ 
considers that other levels of scramble 
racing in New Zealand are held in the 125, 
250 and 500 cc classes. 

1.2. Smith, 

Auckland, 


Sir 


This is just to wish you well with “New 


Zealand Motor Cycle News". An authora- 
tive and well presented motor-cycle news- 
paper is essential for New Zealand and | 
hope the trade will quickly recognise 


this. | look forward to reading the new- 
look publication and am sure | won't be 
disappointed. 

J.K. Brits, 

Christchurch, 


Sir, 

In recent years it has been very difficult 
to follow the New Zealand road racing 
and Rothmans series. Points from meeting 
to meeting have rarely been available for 
the enthusiasts and never for the public, 
These are extremely important and can 


7 generate tremendous interestin each . = 
succeeding round. | know from personal 


experience that even riders are often unsure 
of just how many points they have. Could 
the New Zealand ACU do something about 
this. 

Confused, 

Napier. 

(NZMCN Editor: The ACU is aware of 
problem and there will be changes 

this season. The problem should not 

again arise. More on this next issue.) 





N ZMCN Calendar 


NOVEMBER 
3 NZ 250 and 350 beach championships, Wairarapa, 
4 Road race meeting at Ruapuna Park. 
9 NZ stock reliability trial championship, Canterbury. 
10 NZ stock reliability trial championship, Canterbury. Ixion club's beach racing 


meeting. NZ 500 and open beach racing championships, Auckland. South 
Island quarter-mile sprint championships, Otago. South Island Gold Star moto- 


cross, Southland. 


11 NZ stock reliability trial championship, Christchurch, Castrol invitation 
moto-cross, Ogg’s Farm (Canterbury) 


7 NZ 350 road hill climb championship, Manawatu. 
18 NZ moto-cross championship, zone 1 and 2, Otago. Road racing at Ruapuna 
Park, 
Beach racing. Ixion, Beach racing, Whangarei, 
South Island 250 and 350 grass hill climb championships, Kaiapoi. North 
\sland Gold Star moto-cross, Manawatu, 
DECEMBER 
1 Shell 500 road trial, Auckland. 
2 Shell 500 road trial, Auckland. South Island semi-final of NZ 
re ’ le bs moto-cross 
Sempionshie: New Brighton. Porirua Grand Prix, Ixion. 
hort circuit racing at Pukekohe, Auckland, Club beach racing, | 
16 North Island Gold Star moto-cross, Whangarei. See 


Road the Houses road race and NZ lightweight tourist trophy, Wanganui. 


Clubs wishing their events to be Included in this calondar 


should notify the Editor, P.O. Box 1343, Wellington, in writing. 
















The president of the New Zealand A 
Cycle Union, Don Tomkins, of Auckla 
has confirmed that his organisation jg) 
looking deeply into the idea of seeking 
direct affiliation with the FIM but 
this stage is not prepared to give 
indication which way he thinks the d 
ision will go. 

The ACU had asked clubs and indivi: 
dual members to submit the pros a 


The whole question would then be co 
sidered by the ACU. 
In the meantime, the NZACU 
approached its Australian counterpe 
(ACCA) fora summary of possible effe 
There was no intention, however, 
being pushed into a decision and if all 
information was not in, or if controversi 
issues were raised, the matter would be 
carried over, Mr. Tomkins said. 

Because direct affiliation was still under 
active consideration. Mr. Tomkins was 
not prepared to go into detail but it Is 
obviously going to be a complex issue 
to decide. A few of the factors involved) 
stand out and many of them concern 
cost in one way or another. For instance, 























higher than that paid 

(London) and this would be reflected right) 
down to the individual club members sub=) 
scription. 

The local administrative stru 
would need to be re-organised and # 7 
Tomkins feels this could well require paid 
officials. Track inspections and other 
visits by FIM officials would increase: 
this would help New Zealand promoters 
and officials keep up with the play but 
would mean the cost would-provablye— 
have~tombe..met..from- New Zealapd- 
Similarly, New Zealand would send repte>~/ 
sentatives direct to the FIM Congress 
meetings. This would increase costs but 
would give a more direct line of communi- 
cation with the controlling body. 

What sort of people would be most 
affected by direct affiliation? Promoters 
and organisers, particularly of inter- 
national meetings, would presumably be 
subject to track inspection to ensure 
compliance with the increasingly strict 
safety requirements. As in the car racing 
world, the riders themselves are becoming 
more concerned with circuit safety. This 
was demonstrated particularly after the 
tragic Monza meeting in May. 

At present, any NZ rider seeking an 
international licence applies to the ACU 
which sends a resume of his riding career 
to the British ‘parent’ body. 

Mr. Tomkins said he knew of no case 
where a licence application supported by 
the NZACU had not been granted. With 
direct affiliation, applications could be 
decided in NZ so riders hoping to compete 
overseas might well support the proposal. 

World championship events are another 
aspect. This must relate particularly to 
speedway in which Barry Briggs, Ivan 
Mauger and Ronnie Moore have reached 
the very top. If NZ had FIM affiliation, © 
the NZACU could apply to run champion- 
ship rounds and, eventually the world 
finals here. 

As far as major events such as the 
forthcoming Marlboro road race series 
are concerned, NZ has standing reciprocal 
arrangements with other countries assoc- 
iated with the British ACU whereby their 
riders can appear here freely, But to 
obtain riders from countries with which 
we have no such arrangement such as 
the USA could require the’ payment 
of a fairly substantial fee for each meet- 
jing at which they appear. Their crowd- | 
drawing potential would have to be 
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McLAREN SUPERBIN 
30 MIN MOTO-CROSS 
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Hamilton's Ross McLaren (Yamaha 
¥Z250) triumphed over a class field to 
Narrowly win the feature half-hour race 
in the Gordonton moto-cross. 

With a first and a second in the two 
Previous 30 minute events held earlier. 
this year, he also ended up as the highest 
Points scorer on aggregate over the three- 
Tace series. 

Former multiple New Zealand open 
scrambles champion, Tauranga’s Allan 
Collison (Husqvarna), was level on points 
with McLaren before the race but his 
challenge evaporated when he was forced 
to withdraw early on. 

This let Wanganui rider Laurie Love 
(Suzuki) through into second place 
overall 

The mile-long circuit at Gordonton 
was in great order and with a total of 
125 entries and a crowd in excess of 
2000 the success of the meeting was 
assured even before it started. McLaren 
had both his new Yamaha YZ 250 and 
360 mounts with him, although he dis 
carded the bigger bike after experiencing 
minor throttle problems, 

Other top rough riders in the star 
studded entry included former national 
champion Peter Ploen (400 Kawasaki), 
Palmerston North’s Morley Shirriffs (250 


Honda) and veteran Tim Gibbes, Welling- | 


ton’s Peter Boyle (400 Suzuki) and the 
very promising South Island rider from 
Ashburton, Ross Horsburgh (250 Honda) 

The first lap of the half-hour event 
was unbelievable with 25 riders fighting 
for positions over as many yards. McLaren 
irriffs fought their way clear of the 
n and started moving away. Love 
was close behind with Horsburgh for a 
shadow Collison, disappointingly, 
retired. 

The mud trap was at its worst and 


the toil-enders were having difficulty. But 
it presented no problems to the top six 














They kept up a tremendous pace. With 
15min gone, Shirriffs led by inches from 
McLaren with Love third and Horsburgh 

~ fourth 





In the dying stages, McLaren found a 
way past Shirriffs an ent on to a well: 
deserved and popular win. Shirriffs was 


North 
wins 
trial 


The annual North versus South trial 
held over two days at Labour weekend, 
resulted in another win for the North 
Island, making it five in a row for the 
northerners. This year the trial was 
organised by the Wellington Ixion Club 
and was held in atrocious weather con- 
ditions on two properties near Upper 
Hutt. 

Driving rain and strong winds plagued 
the trial and caused the organisers to 
modify one of the courses. Even so the 
trialists had plenty to contend with — 
deep mud, slippery banks, fallen trees 
and large river boulders. 

Neither did the weather prevent a 
small but hardy band of spectators from 
watching the event. 

National trials champion Chris Harris 
(Ossa), of the Hutt Valley, gave the best 
individual performance with 16 points 
lost, He led the North Island team to an 
B5-point victory. Christchurch riders 
Robert Rush (Montesa), Malcolm Mc- 
Gibbon (Ossa) and Bruce Mitchell (Bult- 
aco) took the next, three placings. 

The North versus South trial is unusual 
in that no-one knows who comprises the 
two teams until the trial is actually 
finished! The final result is calculated 
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Ross McLaren (Yamaha YZ250) and Morley 
Shirriffs (Honda) side by side as they negotiate 
the mud trap in the half-hour race at Gordonton. 


Ses ESTE BEC 


from the points tallies of the tirst eight 
competitors from: each island to finish 
In the event of there not being eight 
finishers from one side the rules allow 
for a proportion of eight Therefore, 
entrants are competing for team honours 
as well as individual honours, 


TEAM RESULTS 


(first eight on each side) Points 

NORTH ISLAND Lost 

Chris Harris 16 

Ossa Wellington 

Bill Moffat 66 

Yamaha Wellington 

Peter Martin 67 

Ossa_ Hamilton 7 

Brian Clark 70 

Ossa Hikutaia 

Neil Harris 73 

Ossa Wellington 

Errol McCabe 79 

Ossa_ Hamilton 

Robin Hill 79 

Bultaco Hastings 

Gordon Stainton 85 

Bultaco Hastings — 
535 

SOUTH ISLAND 

Robert Rush 46 

Montesa Christchurch 

Malcolm McGibbon $1 

Ossa Christchurch 

Bruce Mitchell 55 

Bultaco Christchurch 

Bob Cooke 77 

Bultaco Motueka 

Ken Hosking 84 

Ossa Christchurch 

Kerry Miles 88 

Ossa Rangiora 

Peter McDonald 99 

Bultaco Christchurch 

Evan Norriss 120 

Bultaco Christchurch — 
620 


Anxious moments for two riders during the 
Gordonton moto-cross. 


Report: Brian Lawrence 
Pictures: John Sharpe 


second and Horsburgh, who looks like a 
rider to be reckoned with this season, 
worked his way past Love to finish third 

Earlier in the day there was some 
equally exciting racing. In the first 
experts’ race, Shirriffs led into the fast 
left hander at the start with Ploen, Love, 
Horsburgh, Collison and McLaren and the 
rest of the field in one hugh swirling 
bunch. The speed of the 250s matched 
the larger capacity bikes on most parts of 
the tricky circuit 

The first three places went to Shirriffs, 
McLaren and Horsburgh — all on 250 
machinery Ploen, Collison and Love 
were in the unaccustomed position of 
having to battle it out for fourth. 

In the next experts’ race, Shirriffs 
again rocketed his Honda to the front 
and although McLaren tried hard he could 
not get past, In the mud hole there was a 
moment of drama in which Collison and 
his Husqvarna parted company. Reg 
Davey found himself in third, which he 
held to the flag 

Moss Smith out-gated the field in the 
Top 10 scratch race to lead through the 
first lap with Ploen pulling wild speedway- 
type slides as he looked for a gap. Love, 
Horsburgh, McLaren, Collison and Shirriffs 
were about 20 yards back but gaining 
rapidly 

Shirriffs weaved his way back through 
in the most unlikely places to finally gain 
the place he likes the best — the lead 
He held it brilliantly until the end. 





=_ Horsburgh followed him home in second 





place with Ploen finishing third 


In the following B grade scratch event, 
Allan Slater fell heavily after a creek 
jump and broke his collarbone. This 
jump also claimed Lance Hawkins later 
in the day but only pride and machine 
suffered. 

Kim McKenzie snatched an early lead 
in the A grade scratch and never lost it, 
reaching the chequered flag 25 yards 
ahead of his nearest rivals. 

There was plenty of excitementin the 
125 c,c. race. Terry O’Brien led for two 
laps, crashed, remounted, crashed again, 
and went like the wind through the field 
to finish third behind White and Stebbings. 
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National trials 
champ heading 


for Britain 


New Zealand trials champion for the 
third successive season, 19-year-old 
Wellington rider Chris Harris is now turn- 
ing his sights towards Britain where he 
hopes to break into big-time international 
competition 

By far the most promising rider this 
country has produced in trials competit- 
ion, he expects to leave New Zealand 
early next year and be away for about 
two years. One of his prime objects is 
to compete in the Scottish six-days trial, 
an event regarded as the supreme test 
of a rider’s skill. 

He hopes to be able to ride in two of 
these marathon trials while he is away 

“| have got to go now”, Harris ex- 
plained. “If | leave it any longer | will 
be too old” 

He sees the strong competition he 
will get as a way of improving his per- 
formance. Certainly, there are few riders 
in New Zealand who can approach his 
ability with a trials iron in either skill or 
consistency. 

But Harris has had an advantage over 
his rivals. He was practically born into 
the sport. His father, Mike Harris, has 
won the national title a record seven times 
and he is still a competitor to be reckoned 
with at top level. Mike guided young 
Chris into competition at an early age 
and he took to it like a duck to water. 

Chris was just 17 when he won the 
New Zealand trials championship for the 
first time. He hasn't been beaten since. 

For the last two seasons, Chris Harris 
has ridden Spanish Ossa machines and it 
is largely through his successes that these 
have become probably the most popular 
trials mount in New Zealand, He intends 
to stick with the make while he is in 


Britain but envisages that by:the-time. he 
returns to New Zealand the Japanese will 
have produced an even more competitive 
mount, 





Chris Harris — 19 years. 
motor-cycle trials rid 





New Zealand champ, 





This might be even closer than he 
Thinks if the performance of the little 
demonstration model sent to New Zea- 
land for market evaluation recently (see 
NZMCN test report, pagel3_ ), can be 
taken as a reliable guide. 

Harris is at present employed by a 
Honda agent in Wellington so the writing 
seems to very much on the wail 
in this respect. 

The standard of trials riding in New 
Zealand has been increasing at an im- 
Pressive rate and Harris is not unaware 
that within a rélatively short time there 
could be a number of riders snapping at 
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his heels. But he welcomes this strong 
competition, Certainly, he seems to be 
at his best when the going is tough.’ 

In‘the Canterbury round of the 1973 
New Zealand championship, for example, 
he trailed practically all the way. Only , 
a supreme effort to pull through and’ 
gain maximum title points, Earlier, 
Rangiora rider Kerry Miles had looked a, 
iikely winner after leading overnight. 
Then former national champion Robert 
Rush (Christchurch) had come through 
strangly only to “fall” at the final 
hurdle, 

However, the rider to succeed Harris 
as New Zealand champion next season 
seems unlikely to be either of these two 
fine riders, Christchurch Bultaco rider 
Bruce Mitchell is the man everybody is 
watching. In the four championship 
round counting towards the title this 
year he scored two wins, a fourth and 
an eighth to total 43 points, In the 
penultimate round at Dunedin he forced 
Chris Harris into the runner-up slot. 

Harris, with three wins and a second, 
finished with 57. The winning margin was 
still considerable but the signs are there 
that a new maestro is in the making. 


And, of course, there could be another 
Harris making a name for himself in 
the trials world before too long. Chris's 
15-year-old brother, Neil, competed for 
the first time this year and scored sur- 
prisingly well for a novice. He, too, rides 
a Spanish Ossa. 

Third place overall this year went to 
Kerry Miles (Ossa), who scored 40 points 
from a first, two thirds and an eighth. 
He is a rider of exceptional talent. When 
he can control his patience he will be- 
come an even stronger championship 





~ contenders” At ypresent;#Mileswis very 


often the fastest through the sections at 
any trial. While his rivals are still feeling 
their way through the sections, Kerry 
will be out in a nearby paddock practising 
his wheelies. 

Stuart Marshall (Palmerston North) 
claimed fourth place in the 1973 champ- 
ionship on points. However, he only 
competed in three rounds and some 
confusion exists amongst riders as to 
whether it was necessary to ride in a 
minimum of four rounds before they 
could be considered for overall placings. 

In three rounds Marshall, who is an 
Englishman, scored 34 points and would 
undoubtedly have been a challenger for 
a higher placing had he competed more 
regularly. He has experience of six-days 
trials riding behind him in Britain and 
will obviously be a rider to be respected 
next season, 

Chris Harris has also won the South 
Island championships, held in conjunction 
with the national event. 

Final results of the New Zealand 
championship series, subject to ratificat- 
ion, are:— 


Chris Harris (Wellington), 250 Ossa, 57 
points, 1; Bruce Mitchell (Christchurch) 
250 Bultaco, 43 points, 2; Kerry Miles 
(Rangiora) 250 Ossa, 40, 3; Stuart 


for Kim 


Brilliant 29-year-old New Zealand inter- 
national Kim Newcombe — who died 
from injuries received in a crash at 
England’s Silverstone circuit earlier this 
year — has posthumously been awarded 
the runner-up position in the world 500 
c.c, road racing series. 

Racing a four-cylinder German Konig 
two-stroke which he had developed him- 
self, Newcombe led Ma early stages of 
| the world. seri 
death was relia se coxa ae 
Britain's Phil Read (MV Augusta), who 
went on to take the title. 

The defending world champion, Italy's 
Giacomo Agostini (MV Augusta), appear- 
ed likely to overhaul Newcombe’s points 
tally in the final round, the Spanish Grand 
Prix, but injury prevented him taking part. 

Newcombe, who was in only his 
second season with an_ international 
licence, obviously had a great future 
in the sport. And yet ‘even as he was 
battling for the lead in the world champ- 
ionship, he was unsure whether to con- 
tinue or devote himself completely to 
engine development. 

It was his theory that the Konig 
outboard motor engine would be ideal for 
motor-cycles that led him into racing. 
He “sold” the idea to Dieter Konig and 
joined the firm, But there was plenty 
of frustration. Riders of the prototypes 
either lost interest or found it impractic- 
able to carry on from a financial point 
of view. 

So Newcombe decided the only thing 
to do was _to develop and race the 
machine himself. That was in 1970 
His previous racing activities had been 
restricted to scrambling — he was once 








Marshall (Palmerston North), 250 Bultaco 
34, 4; Robert Rush (Christchurch), 250 
Montesa, 25, 5; Bill Moffat (Wellington), 
Yamaha, 19; and Ken Hosking (Christ- 
church), 250 Ossa, 19, 6 (equal); Brian 
Clark (Hikutaia), 250 Ossa, 17, 8. 
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runner-up in the NZ 350 championship — 


Newcombe 





Posthumous honour 


Photograph 
Runner-up in the world 500cc road racing 








series Kim Newcombe on the factory Konig 


a small amount of speedway and outboard 
boats. 

His rise to the top was meteoric. Not” 
yt ei ie SETAE Oo 
ledge was such that ne COU bUN ee a 
machine capable of seriously challenging 
the all conquering MV-Augustas. That, 
to say the least, was a rare combination. 

Final results of world road racing 
championships were:— 

500 c.c. class 
PW. Read (GB), 84 points, 1; K. New- 
combe (NZ), 63, 2; G. Agostini (Italy), 


57, 3; W. Giger, 44, 4; J. Findlay 
(Aust.), 39, 5. 
350 c.c. class 
G: Agostini (Italy), 84, 1; T. Lansivuori 


(Finland), 77, 2; P.W. Read (GB), 56, 3; 
J. Dodds (Aust.), 49, 4; B. Nelson and 
K. Anderson (Sweden), 38, 5 (equal). 


250 c.c. class 


D. Braun (W. Germany), 80, 1; T. 
Lansivuori (Finland), 64, 2; J. Dodds, 
(Aust.), 58 J. Saarinen (Finland) 





and M. Rougerie, 45,4 (equal). 

125 c.c. class 

K. Andersson (Sweden), 99, 1; C. 
Mortimer (GB), 75, 2; J. Schugers, 70, 
3; B. Jansson (Sweden), 64, 4; E. 
Lazzarini, 59,5. 

50 c.c. class 

J. de Vries, 60, 1; B. Kneububler, 51 
51, 2; T. Timmer, 47, 3. 





KINGSLAND MOTORCYCLES LTD 
for, SUZUKI and HONDA 


All accessories including: — 


* TYRES * HELMETS 


* GLOVES 


* WET GEAR 


Remember, we service all we sell> 


TELEPHONE: 85-666 





487 NEW NORTH ROAD 
KINGSLAND 
















Veteran International Ginger Molloy 
(Yamaha T2350) added yet another title 
to his remarkable tally when he streaked 
to a superb win in the fortieth New 
Zealand senior tourist trophy race, 
decided over 35 miles on Auckland's 
Pukekohe circuit. 

He gained a splendid start and on a 
track made treacherous by intermittent 
drizzle never looked like being caught. 
At the finish he was 10sec clear of fellow 
international, Hamilton's Trevor Discombe 
(Yamaha TZ350), who settled for a com- 
fortable second place. 

Third man home in the T.T., designated 
3a memorial to the late Geoff Perry, was 
Aucklander Ken Fletcher (Suzuki TR500) 
almost 40sec behind Discombe. 

Neither Molloy nor Discombe were on 
their usual mounts. Molloy’s Kawasaki 
H2R and Discombe’s own Yamaha TZ350 
were lost somewhere between Djakarta 
and New Zealand, In spite of this, both 
men demonstrated the kind of ability 
which should make them leading con- 
tenders for major honours this season, 

Showing a mastery of the damp track 
unequalled by any other rider, Molloy 
scored a hat trick with other victories in 
the eight-lap division race and the 12-lap 
Castrol open classic. Discombe was 
runner-up in the eight-lap event but did 
not start in the Castrol classic. 

Some of New Zealand’s top riders 
were notable by their absence. Keith 
Turner (Taradale) had an entry in but 
his TZ350 was also lost in transit from 
South East Asia. The former New 
Zealand champion, Dale Wylie (Christ- 
church), and the reigning national 350 
and 500 titleholder, Jim Landrebe 
(Dunedin), were both missing from the 


fields. 
The first race of the day was the 


Cunningham Cup event for A-giade riders, 
run over eight laps. More than 35 riders 
left the line, with Ginger Molloy quickly 
establishing a 100-yard lead over Trevor 
Discombe, Hard-charging Gary Turner 














Production race action at Pukekohe. The rider 
on the left is Rob Dean (Norton 750), pictured 
seconds before he left the circuit and narrowly 
missed the wooden guard rail in the background. 
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Report: 


Molloy under full power as he heads into the 
back straight at Pukekohe on his way to victory 
in the senior T.T. 


(Yamaha TR3) shook off a bunch of 
riders, which included Allan Collison, Joe 
Lett and Ken Fletcher, to occupy third 
spot. Discombe set the fastest lap time 
of the race at Imin 13.5sec. 

But it was Molloy who took the flag 
by 4sec from Discombe, who in turn 
was 15sec up on Turner. Allan Collison 
was next man home on his modified 
Kawasaki 750. 

The big racing class event was the 
Geoff Perry Memorial senior tourist 
trophy race of 20 laps and again Molloy 
was the dominant figure. He shot into 
the lead from Discombe with D. Cosford 
(Suzuki TR250) in third as they swept 
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rei the esses and into the back 
straight. Joe Lett and Gary Turner 
were tailing the field after bad starts 
but by lap two Lett was seven places 
further up and really pressing on. Molloy 
was pulling away from Discombe again 
and Grant Worsley occupied third ahead- 
of Ray Breingan and Ken Fletcher. 

From lap six Molloy started to lap the 
tail-enders while Breingan moved into 
third. Worsley’s Kawasaki went sour 
when an expansion chamber split and 
the flying Fletcher overtook both him 
and Breingan to secure third spot at the 
finish behind Molloy and Discombe. 
Under the watchful eye of Len Perry, 
John Alinatt brought the immaculately- 
prepared Suzuki, formerly ridden by 
Geoff, home mid-field after a steady 
ride, 

The annual Castrol Classic for A grade 
riders was held in wet conditions and 
with Trevor Discombe a non-starter it 
was to prove a Molloy benefit. The 
Huntly rider started fast and after only , 
‘one lap was 5sec clear of Martin Bayliss 
(Yamaha TZ350), Peter Leahy (ex Geoff 
Perry Suzuki TR750) and Allan Collison 
(Kawasaki). 

Within two laps Leahy displaced Bayliss 
and Fletcher (Suzuki) had moved into 
third place. 

At the half-way point the order was 
Molloy, Leahy, Fletcher, Gary Turner, 
Worsley (Kawasaki), Bayliss, Collison and 
Gary Boote (Suzuki 500). Then, three 
laps later, Fletcher lost all chance of a 
place when he fell at the hairpin, 


‘One-hour production race winner Eric Bone 
speeds through the esses on his 750 Kawasaki 








= triple. 


Ginger tops TT with 
great rid 





As the race entered the dying stages, 
the field was well strung out. Neverthe- 
less, interest was maintained with some 
keen tussles further down the field. 

Molloy finally took the chequered 
flag well clear with Leahy runner-up and 
Worsley third. 

The only other racing class event on 
the programme was an eight-lap event for 
group B riders, a contest punctuated by 
heart-stopping excursions off the wet 
track, R. Freeth (Kawasaki 500) was 
the eventual winner with S. Maxwell 
(Kawasaki H2) and R. Dean (Norton 750) 
filling the minor placings. 

A strong field of riders lined up for 
the 350 c.c, production machine race, all 
intent on qualifying for the one-hour 
event later in the day. Martin Aiken, 
M. Vinsen and M. Wrigley (all on 
Yamaha RD350s) claimed the first three 
placings after some spirited tussles 

In. the open class production qualify- 
ing heat Allan Collison and Eric Bone 
(both on Kawasaki H2s) had a tremendous 
battle before Collison took the honours 
by the length of a bike. Young Steven 
Maxwell on yet another H2 proved to be 
the find of the meeting. In this race he 
finished third. 

But in the one-hour event he made an 
even bigger impression, leading more 
favoured rivals for a lengthy period 
before losing all chance when he lost 
control of his Kawasaki entering the 
back straight. At the time, he was just 
15min from victory. 

In the end, victory went to Eric Bone 
with Allan Collison runner-up after a 
slow pit stop and Dave Hiscock (750 
Bonneville) a very promising third, 




















inclair Reaped Rewards of 


ugged Determination 





The paths to the highest pinnacles of 
sport are often stony ones, littered with 
obstacles. New Zealand's 21-year-old 250 
cc. road racing champion, Mike Sinclair, 
can vouch for that. 

He has the scars left by a broken leg, a 
broken arm, broken fingers and minor 
head injuries to remind him of the 
troubled times he has been through. But 
this quietly spoken and reserved young 
racer does not count the cost and 
considers that the national title he now 
holds is more than adequate 
compensation 

Unfortunately, Sinclair has decided to 
let his title go undefended this season. His 
immaculate 40 brake horsepower GT250 
Suzuki two-stroke, provided for him by 
Scooter, Motor-cycle and Moped Services 
Limited (now Tommy's Suzuki Centre), 
has been sold and he now intends to put 
all-his eggs into one basket — the national 
500 c.c. championship series. 

During the winter he built up a new 
TR500 Suzuki air-cooled racer from 
works parts, included some of his own 
ideas and has high hopes of making his 
presence felt in the big class in the 
months ahead. 

He had the new machine at Pukekohe 
for the New Zealand senior T.T. but a 
seizure in the early stages of the 35-mile 
race left him grabbing desperately for the 
clutch and robbed him of a chance to 
open his points account. 

“The fuel mixture was not rich enough 
for such a cold day”, he explained 
ruefully afterwards. 

Sinclair is now well used to coping 
with sudden engine seizures. One of his 
early mounts was a 250 c.c. Greeves 
Silverstone which gave him nothing but 
trouble. “In my first two seasons | spent 
more time in hospital than racing’, he 
recalled. ‘The Greeves used to seize a lot 
and it gave no warning’. 

His interest in motor-cycling goes back 
as far as he can remember. However, it 
was not until he was working for a former 
New Zealand champion, Dean Hollier, in 
Taihape that his ambition to become a 
racer was fired. 

He was 16 when he obtained his first 
racing machine, a 350c.c. B.S.A. His 
career proper started when he moved to 
Christchurch with his parents nearly five 
years ago and bought the Greeves. 

In 1970, Sinclair had only four rides 
and in each one he was thrown off the 
Greeves. In his third meeting, at Levin, it 
seized at 100 miles an hour at the end of 
the straight. He survived a nasty spill but 
during the New Zealand airfield 
championships at Wigram a week later his 
racing was brought to a premature halt. 

At the entrance to the back straight he 
crashed and broke a leg. “I got a big 
wobble on and just couldn't hold it’. 

This crash very nearly spelled the end 
for him/When you get injured for the 
first time it really makes you think’, he 
said, “After this, | decided that if | 
couldn't get going quick again | would 
chuck it in. | was really de-tuned and the 
next season | just rode around, It was a 
wasted year'’, 

That wasted season in 1971 was his 
first on a 250 Suzuki, By the next season 
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he had regained most of his old sparkle, 
During the winter he had built himself a 
500 Suzuki racer, mainly using modified 
roadster parts. After a fourth in the 
Castrol Classic at Tauranga he seemed 
about to make his mark. 

But Wigram again marked his 
downfall. He had fitted the 500 Suzuki 
with new pistons just before the day of 
the meeting. ‘| had no time to run it in 
and it locked up on the first lap of 
practice" 

The bike went flying before he had 
time to snatch the clutch in. Within 
seconds he had broken his left arm, 
several fingers and sustained concussion, 

Three months passed before he could 
ride again. 

In his first race after this, the New 
Zealand lightweight grand prix, once 
again his luck ran out. A spark plug blew 
right.out of a cylinder head of his Suzul 
at the start of the last lap. At the time he 
was lying a close second. “It just worked 
loose and eventually the threads gave 
out’. 

But last season Sinclair came into his 
own. The national lightweight crown, was 


= a. 
THE NEW LOOK. — National lightweight 


champion Mike Sinclair testing at Ruspuna 
the new 500 air-cooled Suzuki racer on 


a just reward for his rugged determination 
and considerable skill, Nevertheless, his 
title was in the balance until the end of 
the final points race of the season. 

He needed to finish no lower than 
second in the New Zealand lightweight 
grand prix at Ruapuna Park to be suse of 
beating Hamilton international Trevor 
Discombe for the championship. 
Discombe was away in Asia racing so he 
couldn't add to his tally. But he did have 
some influence on the race even from 
thousands of miles away. 


He sent his utlra-fast 250 Yamaha 
down for the rider who has dominated 
this event on so many occasions — former 
national 250c.c. champion and five times 
winner of the lightweight grand prix, 
Kevin McCleary. If anyone could have 
upset things it was McCleary. But he was 
in semi-retirement. He was not prepared 
to take extreme risks and settled for a 
workmanlike performance which brought 
him home in third place. 

Sinclair gained the second placing he 
needed, But it was not without a struggle. 
He shot into the lead at the start and held 
it for two laps. Then his fortunes changed 
with bewildering speed and at one stage 
he was as low as fourth. His tremendous 
battle to work his way back into second 
place had the crowd on its toes. 

For much of the race a blanket could 
have been thrown over the leading four 
riders as they fought for favourable 
positions. Stuart Avant was one of them 
but he disappeared after a crash at the 
hairpin, ending a grand ride, That left 
Sinclair in the third place behind Martin 
Cropp (Yamaha) and Australian Ralph 
Hannan, riding Ginger Molloy’s 250 
Yamaha, 

“| had intended to wait until the last 
couple of laps before making an attempt 
to pass Ralph. | closed right up on hima 
couple of times just before this to make 


"sure | could do it, Then his camshaft 


broke, his hand shot in the air and there 
was no need any more for the big effort’, 
Sinclair explained. ‘ 

He was full of praise for the surprise 
winner of the race, Cropp. “| really didn’t 
expect him to go that quick. He rode 


On the path to victory — Sinclair whi 
ips the 
250 Suzuki through a bend at Timaru Raceway 


last season, 
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well’. " 
For Sinclair, this was a great finish toa 


rewarding season, Only once did he 
crash. That was while he was testing his 
bike at Ruapuna Park. He was trying 
some new brake linings and they didn’t 
work. Unfortunately, he didn't find this 
out until he started to brake at the end of 
the main straight. “Il went straight 
ahead’ a 

Fortunately, there was no serious 
damage to man or machine. 

At present, Sinclair has no aspirations 
about breaking into _ international 
competition in America or Europe. “Ive 
still got a fair bit to learn. There is not 
much point going overseas unless you are 
going really quick here first. Maybe in 
three or. four years | will give it some 
thought”. 

However, he is not prepared to dismiss 
the possibility of a trip to Australia in the 
relatively near future. 

Last season Sinclair accompanied 
another Christchurch road racer, John 
Boote, to Australia for the New 
Zealand-Australia test match, But it was 
in a non-riding capacity. Sinclair, who 
prepared Boote’s 500 Suzuki throughout 
the season, was there simply to do the 
spanner work, 

The future of the sport, he feels, is 
particularly bright, with big sponsored 
meetings, more riders and better 
machinery available. He feels that some 
of the circuits are @ little too short, 
making it difficult to hold races of any 
great length because of the lap scoring 
difficulties. He would like to see, for 
example, the New Zealand grand prix 
races at Ruapuna Park made ‘slightly 
longer. 

Last season the main races were sprints 
of no more than 20 miles. 

He is also keen to have more genuine 
road circuits established, even if they are 
used) only. are a real 
test of skill anc jody's: 


footing’. 

This season Mike Sinclair is again being 
fully sponsored by Tommy's Suzuki 
Centre Limited. The principal of the 
company is none other than Tommy 
McCleary junior, who won a record four 
successive New Zealand senior grand prix 
titles before retiring in 1966. He knows a 
winner when he sees one. 
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Marlboro Championship 


Anyone at all interested in New Zea- 
land motor cycle sport will by now have 
heard of the exciting Marlboro road race 
series to take place this summer. Pre- 
liminary details are already widely known 
but for those who are still in the dark here 
are the basics. 

The series will be the biggest of its 
kind ever held in Australasia with 
$20,000 total prize money, put up by 
Philip Morris (NZ) Ltd 

The four rounds will take place at 
Wanganui (December 26), Pukekohe 
(December 29), Gracefield (January 6), 
and Ruapuna (January 13). Each race 
will be worth $2500 with $1000 for a 
win 

Entires will be restricted to 25 or 
30 invited riders, approximately half of 
whom are likely to be from overseas, 

The New Zealand International Grand 
Prix Society announced in August that 

top international riders have already 
indicated they will race’, Frustrating 
though it is for the layman, it is to its 
credit that the NZIGPS has refrained 
from making premature statements as to 
who will be coming. Nothing is guarant 
eed to dampen enthusiasm more than a 
statement like “World Champion So-and- 
| now not be contesting the 











RANDY 
RETURNS 





International moto-cross riders Randy 
and Rowley Owen are in New Zealand for 
a stay of six months. They will be based 
in Hamilton with brother-in-law Ross 
McLaren and are both being sponsored on 
Yamahas by W. White Ltd. 

This is Randy's third visit to the 
Dominion. 





Marlboro series as was previously announ- 
ced, due to "So until all the details 
are definitely finalised we will all have to 
conjecture, 


Since plans for the series were announc- 


ed, rumours of who and what will come 
have been flying around like nobody's 
business. One thing is certain — a 

swarm of A-grade Aussie riders will com? 
pete. In this part of the world at least, 
$10,000 is big bananas and people like 
Gregg Hansford, who is due for one of the 
Yamaha 700cc machines about now, will 
be all too ready to pee| them. As many 
as 10 Aussie A-graders have indicated 
they are interested so it may turn out 

to be a matter of picking and choosing 
Indonesian and Singaporean riders have 
also expressed an interest. 

Despite hassles over competition 
licences and the expense required to bring 
riders and machines half way round the 
world, several riders from both America 
and Britain have declared definite interest 
Maybe the prize money is not astronomi: 
cal to them but it should be remembered 
that over there it's the off season so they 
wouldn't be missing out on much, Ron 
Grant immediately springs to mind as 
a probability but even this is under wraps 
at the moment. All that can be said at the 
moment regarding American entries is that 
five “name” riders are very keen and 
it’s possible that we may see one of the 
big Harley Davisons if all goes well 

With such a restricted field, national 
competition for a place in the series is 
bound to be intense. As this issue went 
to press, the organisers were pondering 
over the delicate question of selection of 
riders — not the names necessarily, but 
the method.by which they will be chosen, 
One thing is clear, parochialism must not 
be allowed to influence the choice. 

The more you think about it the 
more difficult it becomes to decide who. 
are the top, say, 15 road racers in the 
country. After you rattle off Molloy 
Wylie, Turner, Discombe, Landrebe, 
Collison, etc., there are the likes of Boote, 
Sinclair, Woodmass, Bayliss, Galbraith, 
Cropp, Avant, Hannan and many others. 
Aucklander Gary Turner was very im 
pressive at the Onekawa GP. Windy City 
racers Steve Dundon, who is now racing 
Suzukis, and Wayne Coughlan, who 
Pushes himself and his Kawasaki to the 
absolute limit (and sometimes beyond), 
are also worth keeping in mind. The 
list goes on and on, there are many more 
Not mentioned above who will be fighting 
for a place on the grid on December 26. 

Following the tragic death of Geoff 
Perry earlier this year, local Suzuki hope 
will be Dale Wylie — certainly no slouch 
Negotiations are also under way for a top 
Aussie rider to race a Suzuki. 








indi 9 Other Possibles 
NZIGPS has indicated the following = ee tess lIkaly 
overseas riders are likely to contest Britain 
arlboro Series: CE VER 
Australia 
Hoi ran ROB MADDEN STAN WOODS 


SCOTT BRELSFORD (H/D) pon TOOMBS CHAS MORTIMER 
CAL RAYBORN nonce GRAHAM DIXON 


Indonesia MURRAY SAYLE USA. 


H, TIRTASUPUTRA GREGG HANSFORD CLIFF CARR 
SARSITO-SA DAVE BURGESS KENNY ROBERTS 
BENNY, SUSWANTO. WARREN WILLING Australia 

Singapore PETER STRONACH. BRYAN HINDLE 
JERRY LOO! 
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Dale Wylie outclassed some of New 
Zealand's best road racing talent when he 
streaked to five clear victories at the 
Napier Motor Racing Club's sixth 
Onekawa GP at Labour weekend, 

Riding Suzuki 500 and 350 machines 
in the racing classes and a Triumph 750 
Bonneville in the production events, 
Wylie displayed the form which many 
Consider will take him to the top of this 
summer's Marlboro road racing series. 

The Christchurch rider bounced back 


to peak form following a prang at 
Ruapuna a week previously which 
Prevented him 


appearing at the 
Hawkesbury meeting 

The intrepid Wylie showed he was still 
@ force to be reckoned with by winning 
the two A-Grade production races, 
the Open GP, the 500 GP and the 350 GP 
at the nine-tenths of a mile Onekawa 
Circuit. 

The ~Onekawa GP also saw the 
Glenvale New Zealand Ultra-lightweight 
(125cc) TT go to local rider T. Burrell 
after the Suzuki 125 mounted rider led 
from the start. A field of 11 lined up for 
the championship which contained an 
equal number of Suzukis and Yamahas 
and a lone Maico in the hands of 
chairman H. Gregory. Burrell and S. 
Avant (Yamaha) quickly opened up a 
lead on R. Jensen on another Suzuki, 
Gregory and Pete Ellis (Yamaha) with P. 
Burgess fast making up for ground loss 
when his Suzuki oiled up at the start. 

Half way through the eight lap event 
Ellis had caught Gregory and was 
threatening Jensen but the two 
frontrunners had increased their lead. 
Burgess. and M. MacFarquhar’ (Yamaha) 
were neck and neck and pressing Gregory 
hard_ 

At the white flag indicating one lap to 
go, Ellis had passed Jensen and was 
moving up on Avant although Burrell 
remained securely in the lead. Burgess 
had got passed Gregory but it was 
obvious he wouldn't improve on his 
position, unless, of course, a mishap 
occurred to one of the front four. 

Burrell secured the silver cup by 
finishing the race seven seconds away \ 
from Avant who was followed home by 
Ellis and Jensen. 

A brilliant Hawkes Bay sun shone 
down throughout the 13 events and 
combined with the smooth road surface 
and. inevitable oily patches it made for 
slippery going. . be HUE ed 

Several riders in the first race, the 
Open B-Grade Production, discovered this 
to their cost. At least two riders in this 
race were lucky to escape with severe 
bruising and abrasions after falling from 
their machines and being rammed by one 
of theirpursuers._ SE 

W. Coughlan took his Kawasaki 750 to 
an early lead but on the second lap he 
canned when his front brake failed and he 
punched a hole in the motor with his 
brake pedal, This left the way clear for G. 
Bennett to lead the way home on his red 
Norton 750, well ahead of M. Vinsen 
riding a Yamaha 350 and 0. Sorich on a 
Triumph 750 Bonneville. 

Tauranga all-rounder A, Collison 
(Kawasaki 750) got a good start in the 
A-grade Production race but Wylie 
overhauled him on the second lap and 
gradually opened up the gap until at the 
end of the eight-lapper the big Bonneville 
was 10 seconds clear of Collison. K. 


Turner (Yamaha 350), OD. Hiscock 
(Triumph 7508) and E. Bone (Kawasaki 
750) fought for third until Hiscock 


disappeared from the scene leaving Bone 
to take third from Turner. 

Paul Corbett and passenger Stu Forbes 
powered their way to an easy victory in 
the eight-lap Sidecar GP on their 
beautiful Suzuki 750 outfit. D. Rohloff 
and P. Huntly came from behind to bring 
their Triumph 650 outfit into second 
place aver a minute ahead of third place 
getters, J. Spray and G. Martin (Triumph 
650). The “Mantis” (Triumph 750) outfit 
of R. Leppard and A Mitchell was still 
suffering from the fuel delivery problems 
experienced at Hawkesbury and slipped 
to fourth after holding third place for 
much of the race. 

Wylie settled on his smooth Suzuki 
350 triple for the Open GP which was run 
cover 10 laps. He was off to a fast start but 
not as fast as Chris Woodmass on a TZ 
Yamaha 350. Ginger Molloy got off toa 
bad start but after three laps was lying 
fifth behind Wylie, who had already 
forged ahead to a considerable lead, 
Woodmass, Collison on a Kawasaki 750 
and Steve Dudon (Suzuki 500), 

G. Turner on another Yamaha 350 
Tatched ‘onto Molloy and followed the 
veteran as he sliced through the field. 


Wylie 


dominates * 


Onekawa 
G. P. 


The race-long battle for second 
between Woodmass, Collison and Dundon 
was finally resolved when Molloy burst 
through, still with Turner in tow, and 
filled second spot, way behind Wylie, On 
the last lap Turner pounced on Woodmass 
for third; fifth went to Collison; sixth to 
Dundon. Mel Wrigley held off R. Hannan 
for seventh; both rode Yamaha TZs. 

A quick change of mounts, to a Suzuki 

400, and Dundon was all set for his Single 
Cylinder Scratch win, As the boys lined 
up on the grid they were informed that 
from that race on, all starts would be 
push starts for safety reasons — groans 
from the big two-stroke single riders and 
gleeful grins from those on old British 
bangers. From the start Dundon‘led and 
for six laps L. Plummer on a Yamaha 500 
followed him from a distance. K. Tinney 
on’ a Suzuki 400 caught up with Plummer 
and finally passed him on the penultimate 
lap, but although he closed the gap, the 
distance between himself and Dundon 
was to0 Much. 
The 250 GP provided some close 
racing until M. Delacy opened up a 
handsome lead on his Yamah half way 
through the 10-lapper and held it to the 
finish, Behind him early leader D. 
Cosford, T. Burrell and D. Norton, all on 
Suzukis, iduelled until the Yamaha of K,. 
Wendt split them up in the latter stages of 
the race, At the flag it was Delacy yards 
away from Norton who was chased by 
Wendt. 

With Molloy a non-starter, Wylie. 
sewed up the 12-lap 500 GP on his 
Suzuki 500 but it was a battle for second 
between Tinney (Suzuki 400) and 
Dundon (Suzuki 500) which saved the 
spectators from boredom. 

«Fors seven...laps Ti id. off. 
Dungon but forse wor fli Hanlte 
the order was reversed and Dundon drew 
slightly. away from Tinney. Going into a 
\corner on lap 10 Dundon went into an 
almighty slide, the result of a cracked oil 
tank and oil spilling onto his back wheel. 
Steve managed to stay aboard the bike 
but it put the fear of God into him and 
he wisely decided to quit. The 
unfortunate thing about this episode is 
that officials had noticed oil on the track 
and had mistakenly given the black flag 
to R. Pearce on a Manx Norton. 
Dundon’s retirement left second place to 
Tinney and third to L. Plummer on his 

Kawasaki 500. 

After experiencing trouble in the 
previous Sidecar GP, R. Clayton and J, 
Dodunskie in their Triumph 650 outfit 
occupied a place on the front of the grid 
for the Sidecar Handicap, They made the 
most of the opportunity and with a 
determined ride stayed at the front till 
the chequered flag eight laps later. 

The Corbett/Forbes combination was 
naturally the last to go and a reluctant 
start did not improve their chances. They 
worked their way through to fifth within 
four laps but spun out several times after 
that and eventually toured in behind the 
rest of the field. H. Gregory and S. 
Cresswell put in an __ impressive 
performance on their Triumph 650 outfit 
and overtook both the Reay/Sherriff 
(Norton 650) combination and the 
Moller/Johnston (Suzuki 500) outfit to 
claim a creditable second. The latter two 
outfits had the crowds on their toes with 
some very close racing until the Suzuki 
went off song and crawled in for fourth. 

Wylie again dominated in the 
Homestyle 350cc Grand Prix, leading 
from the start and slowly pulling away 
from Ginger Molloy on a TZ Yamaha. G. 
Turner on another of the Yamahas rode a 
Consistent race, withstanding —_ the 
challenges of Hannan, K, Turner (until he 
pulled out on the seventh lap) and Avant, 
to finish third. The dicing between 
Hannan and Avant was one of the 
features of the 10-lap race with Hannan 
having the upper hand until Avant got 
round him on the ninth lap and held on 
to finish fourth, 


R. Haines and T. Hickson pushed ott 


Story Bob Northrop 
Photos Glen Kennar 







first at the start of the 125cc Handicap 


but it wasn't long before R. Udy 
(Yamaha) and Burgess had overpowered 
the road-going Suzukis. Burgess stormed 
into: the lead on the second lap and 
finished the six laps miles ahead of Jensen 
and Avant. 

Burrell set about overcoming his 
handicap and jostled with MacFarquhar, 
Avant and Udy in a final lap dash for the 
finish line, Avant got the nod for third 
and MacFarquhar “just scraped home 
before Burrell while Udy slipped back a 
further two places. 

Nine sidecar outfits lined the side of 
road for the start of the Side car Le Mans. 
Gregory and Cresswell started well as did 
Moller and Johnston. 

After one lap these two.were side by 
side and were hotly pursued by the 
Reay/Sherriff Norton and the 
Corbett/Forbes Suzuki. On the second 
lap the Suzuki 500 outfit was barely a 
tyre's width in the lead but somewhere 
‘on the third lap Moller overdid things and 
re-emerged in seventh place. That was all 
Gregory needed to clinch victory. Riding 
superbly, he and Cresswell left the rest of 
the field behind them for a convincing 


SOWING retry J.T. Burrell, 
Corbett, Reay and Rohloff battled for ; ~ 


second and when the big Suzuki dropped 
out, the Clayton/Dodunskie Triumph 
joined the fray. To climax an exciting 
race, Rohloff and Huntly sneaked their 
Triumph past Reay and Sherriff to fill 
second place and leave Reay and Sherriff 
with a hard-earned third. Clayton and 
Dodunskie settled for fourth, Moller and 
Johnston fifth, the oily-but what the hell 
Triumph 650 of B Craig and M. Maunsell 
came in sixth and the bright yellow 
Yamaha 750 outfit of B. Harris and P. 
Millis acted as rear guard. In the final 
event, the 10-lap open production, 750cc 
machines filled the first five places in the 
final event, the 10-18p Open Production 
Wylie again left the field for dead on his 
Bonneville and finished comfortably 
ahead of Collison. D. Hiscock filled third 
spot for several laps until electrical 
trouble on his Bonneville put him out and 
G. Bennett showed style before parting 
company with his Commando at the end 
of the straight. W. Coughlan reappeared 
after his prang in the first race and from 
about 30th on the grid he quickly worked 
his way through to lie in fourth after only 
three laps, He and S, Maxwell also 
mounted on a Kawasaki 750, fought a 
race-long battle with Coughlan usually 
managing to keep in front of the 
Tauranga rider, Other riders who 
impressed were R. North, who climbed 
his way up to fifth spot just beating L. 
Plummer (Kawasaki 500), and M, Wrigley 
who with his seventh place was the first 
350cc rider home on his Yamaha. 


RESULTS 
th wad GRADE PROD. 
. Bennett, Norton 750 
2: M. Vinsen, Yamaha 350 * 
3: O. Sorich, Triumph 750 


2. OPEN A GRADE PRODUCTION 
1: D. Wylie, 


Triumph 
2: A Collison, Kawasakt 70 
3: E, Bone, Kawasaki 750 
3. SIDECAR G.P, 
1. P. Corbett/S. Forbes, Suzuki 750 
2: D. Rohloff/P. Huntly, Triumph 650 
3: J. Spray/G. Martin, ‘Triumph 650 


Close-up speed shot of Man of the Meeting - 


4. OPEN G.P. 
1: D. Wylie, Suzuki 350 
2: G. Molloy, Yamaha 350 
3; G, Turner, Yamaha 350, 
4: C, Woodmass, Yamaha 350 
5: A, Collison, Kawasaki 750 
6: S, Dundon, Suzuki 500 
5, SINGLE CYLINDER SCRATCH 
1: S, Bundon, Suzuki 400 
2: K, Tinney, Suzuki 400 
3: L. Plummer, Yamaha 500 
6. 250 G.P. 
1: M, Delacy, Yamaha 250 
2: D. Norton; Suzuki 250 
3: K. Wenolt, Yamaha 250 
7. 500 G.P. 
1: D. Wylie, Suzuki 500 
2: K. Tinney, Suzuki 400 
3: L. Plummer, Kawasaki 500 


8. SIDECAR HANDICAP 
1: R. Clayton/J. Dodunskie, 
2: H. Gregory/S. Cresswell Triumph 650 
3: S, Reay/T. Sherrif Norton 650 


9. GLENVALE N.Z. ULTRA-Lightweight TT 


Suzuki, ea 
: A 
3: P. Ellis, ans ee 
4:R. Jensen, Suzuki 125 
5; P. Burgess, Suzuki 125 


6: M, MacFarquhar, Yamaha 125 


10 HOMESTYLE 350 GP. 


1: D. Wylie, Suzuki 350 
2: G. Molloy, Yamaha 350 
3: G. Turner, Yamaha 350 

11. 125 HANDICAP 
1: P. Burgess, Suzuki 125 
2: R, Jensen, Suzuki 125 
3: S. Avant, Yamaha 125 


12. SIDECAR LE MANS 


1: H. Gregory/S. Cresswell, Triumph 650. 
2. D, Rohloff/P. Huntly, Triumph 650. 


3: S. Reay/T, Sherriff, — Norton 650 
13. OPEN PRODUCTION 
1: D. Wylie, Triumph 750° 
2: A. Collison, Kawasaki 750 
3: W. Coughlan, Kawasaki 750 
4: S, Maxwell, Kawasaki 750 
5: R. North, Kawasaki 750. 
6: L. Plummer, Kawasaki 750 









A.Wayne Coughlan throws his Kawasaki 750 
Joway in the first race of the day. 

B.More action in the 350 GP as P. Stark 
(Suzuki 350) leads a group of tail enders. S. 
Unkavich (47, Yamaha 350) later passed him. 


C.Yamaha were ri idecar 

epresented in the sidecar 
{classes by the 750 of B. Harris and P. Millis of 
Palmerston North, 


©.W. Holmes about to be lapped by Dale Wylie 
in tho Homstyle 380 Gp. PPed BY Dale Wy 


LER. Clayton and J. Dodunskie take their 


riumph 650 outfi i i 
Nance it to victory in the Sidecar 


FLA despondent Keith Tur: 

wheels his 
Yamaha into the pits after breaki L 
{he Homestyle 360 Gp.” Oreaking 9 chain in 
G. Dale W 
their Triu 
of the gri 
event. 


Ylio (48) and D. Hiscock(93) line 
mph 750 Bonneviiles up at S front 
\d for the start of the Open Production 
Wylie won. Hiscock retired with 


electrical troubles. 
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MASTERTON HOSTS 
BIKE SHOW 


Never before had such a collection of 
two-wheeled vehicles been assembled at 
One time in New Zealand as was to be 
found in Masterton last month 

The big and the small, the old and the 
new, the expensive and the less-expensive 
(there's no such thing as a cheap bike 
these days) — they were all there, 
crammed into the War Memorial Stadium 

Crammed was the operative word with 
more than 200 gleaming examples of the 
best modern bikes available in the country 
rubbing crankcases with a si numb 
of equally dazzling vintage and veteran 
bikes. 

Organised by the Wairarapa Mot 
Club and hailed as the first of its 
be held in New Zealand, the s 
ed four and a.half thousand enthu: 
from all over the southern half of the 
North Island. The secretary of the club, 
Ken Raggett, was pleasantly surprised that 
many of the visitors were family groups, 
with mums, dads and even grandmas join- 
ing the fun. There were no nasty 
and the three days passed without tr 
of any kind 

The show was not without its problems, 
however. The lighting was bad, a problem 
which was accentuated by the closeness of 
the exhibits, Understandably, the bikes 
were roped off from the public, but this 
further hampered close scrutiny and led 
to a feeling of frustration. Lack of availa: 
ble space was probably the reason for the 
absence of accessory and associated trade 
stands but they would have added interest 
and variety for those who paid their 50¢ 
Two exceptions to this were the stands of 
Castrol and the New Zealand Motor Cycle 
Association. Another problem was that, 
on the Saturday anyway, there seemed to 
be very few representatives around whom 
the visitor could identify with the 
products on display or ask for information, 

Despite the exotic machinery which 
was on display, much interest was shown 
in the “relics of the past”, most of which 
were immaculately prepared. Unfortun- 
ately, the six-cylinder Benelli which the 
club hoped to display, could not be 
imported in time so the publicity poster 
which promised bikes from one to six 
cylinders would be on show turned out to 
be misleading. Other models which are 
expected to be in the country in the near 
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future include, apparently, the big 
Harleys, Moto Guzzi and MV Augusta, 
which would undoubtedly have provided 
even greater crowd-pulling power 

it was, there was plenty to enthuse 
over, On entering the door one was 
confronted with the Benelli stand, at the 
head of which stood the 650. Strung out 
behind it was an array of Benelli mini 
bikes and small off-road machines which 
clearly indicated the importing company’s 
hopes of claiming a substantial share of 
the expanding New Zealand market. It 
seems incredible enough to offer a 25,000 
mile/25 month warranty on a 650 but 
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fop: A rare Triumph Hurrican 750 was the main 
feeture of the Jensen and Pollett stand. 
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Get into gear... 
Join-us and 
become part of our 

fun scene 


BUILT TO TAKE ON THE COUNTRY 
DUNDON & GILL 
MOTORCYCLES LTD 
TRADING AS 


Report and Pictures by staff reporter 


Bob Northrop 


on a 65 c.c. minibikel? 

Occupying the place of honour on the 
large stand in the centre of the hall was 
one of the two Triumph Hurricane 750s 
in the country. The other is somewhere 
in the South Island. It’s a pity the 
Hurricane was situated where it was, f 
away from greasy paws and about 10 feet 
above the deck, because it was impossible 
to get a really close look. Maybe that was 
the whole idea, The central stand was by 
far the largest and included, among other 
things, a range of Honda street and off 
road machines, Yamaha TXs, Triumphs, @ 
bia Suzuki 750 complete with panniers, 

ez 


‘ar 


Garry profers a 
scrambler as 
these aro 
sturdy dependable 
motorcycles. 


because these machines 
9° anywhere over 
‘any sort of terral 
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and a Norton 850. 
Three Yamahas which attracted a lot of 


attention were the new TY 250 and TY 
80 trials bikes and the RD 250 street 
machine which now comes with front disc 
ke. 
DAs ‘could be expected, off-road and 
farm bikes were well represented, with 
bikes originating from Japan, Taiwan, 
Germany, Sweden and Spain. The 
obviously-Teutonic Maicos looked very 
businesslike but were hidden away in one 
of the aforementioned shadows. Montesa, 
Bultaco and Husqvarna dirt bikes were on 
show, as was a Bultaco TSS road racer. 
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Steve likes streamlined 
racing machines 
because they are 
modified to pr 
fast movement. 


Ted's favourite 
is the road 
bike which is 
ideal for 
long 
rides at 


NZs FIRST MAJOR 


Two other relative newcomers to the 
bike scene which were present were Tas 
and Gemini. Remember Bridgestone 
bikes? One or two of them could be 
found in New Zealand a few years back 
and some might still be around, But the 
hot little two-strokes which featured 
chrome bores were destined mainly for 
the U.S, Well, they're back. At least, 
the engines are, in the disguise of Tas trail 
bikes — two 60 c.c. mini models and a 100 
c.c. trail machine which is claimed to put 

put 11 b.h.p. at 7500 rpm. 

Gemini had five models on display 
ranging from a 50 c.c. road bike to a 125 
trail mount. The bikes have been market- 
ed in New Zealand since March this year 
and originate from Taiwan. The 
interesting thing about them is that the 
manufacturers also make many of the 
parts for the big Japanese bike concerns 
and so many of the parts are interchange- 
able with the more common Japanese 
bikes. For instance, the front forks and 
cylinder barrel of the 125 trail machine 
are interchangeable with those of the 
Yamaha equivalent, and the head of the 
50 c.c. street model is the same as that of 
the Suzuki A50. 

Even though the super-expensive super- 
bikes were not there, the big-bike brigade 
was far from forgotten. As well as those 
already mentioned there were, of course, 
the Kawasaki triples and the 900 c.c. four. 
Then there were the Ducatis, the 750 GT, 
450 desmo street and the 450 desmo R/T 
— together with a restored BMW 600, a 
pristine 1962 Norton Manx, a speedway 
machine and a circa 1904 FN. 

The Ducati 750 GT was one of only 
two in the country. Four more are due 
any day now and they are already sold. 
Two of those due are GTs. The other two 
are 750 Sportsters which have desmo- 
dromic valve gear, twin front disc brakes, 
rearset footrests and sports fairing. 

The display of vintage bikes was very 
well received and included many interest- 
ing and rare exhibits, the most unusual 
being a 1915 Militaire, one of only two or 
three known to exist in the world. Other 
names from the past to reappear included 
Henderson, Excelsior, Velocette, AJS and 
Indian. 


Frank Boyle : 


Te 


op: 


Despite the problems the show was a success | 
It was the biggest ever undertaking by the| 
Wairarapa Motorcycle Club and was a reall 
gamble but a profit was made. 


Right: 

For a short while the main talking point off 
the show was three Vincents parked outside. 
Bottom Right: 


The vintage bikes proved to be very popular} 
This 1915 Militaire is one of the very few of it’ 
type known to exist. 


Below: 





Upper Hutt dealer Kevin Bock presented a 
impressive line-up which included a trio o} 
Dukes", a restored BMW and an immaculat 





Manx Norton. 
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6 HOUR 
SUCCESS 


Christchurch road racer John Boote 
land his Australian partner, Warren 
illing, have been officially credited with 
second place in the Castrol six hour 
production race at Sydeny's Amaroo 
Park. 









But they both claim that they won the 
race. A protest was entered on their 
behalf by their team manager (Mr J. 
Adams) but was subsequently rejected. 
Boote and Willing were credited with 343 
laps on their 750 Kawasaki but are 
certain that they were on the same lap 
land ahead of the rider awarded first 
place, Ken Blake (900 kawasaki), when 
the race ended. Blake rode the entire six 
hours on his own. ae | 

Boote, who was flown to Australia at 
the eleventh hour to ride for the Adams 
Kawasaki team after Willing’s original 
partner, Mike Steel, had injured himself 
While practising, Before switching to full 
scale racing machinery last year, Boote 
was outstanding in production racing on a 
500 Kawasaki. 

Other New Zealanders in the race had 
rather mixed fortunes. Craig Brown and 
Brian Martin led the race in the early 
stages before their 750 Honda developed 
brake troubles. 

The No. 1 Christchurch team of Stuart 
Avant and lan Miles, riding a 350RD 
'Yamaha under the sponsorship of Hawker 
Motor-cycles, both crashed, Avant was 
the first to fall, extensively damaging the 
Yamaha. Miles took over after repairs had 
Ibeen made and rode for four hours by 
himself only to crash in a less serious 
accident. Neither rider was hurt. 

The second Hawker team of Brett 
Hawker and Trevor Kirby rode 
consistently to finish seventh in the 
'00cc class on their 350RD Yamah. 
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ODLEYS 
HAWKESBURY 


Local star John Woodley (Yamaha 
1Z350) powered to a popular victory in 
the Marlborough Motor-cycle Club’s 
annual Hawkesbury championship — the 
first major meeting of the road racing 
season in the South Island. 

On the way to victory the former 
production racer made light of the 
windscreen missing from his dolphin 
fairing to establish a new record of 3 min 
2 sec for the magnificent four-and-a-half 
mile street circuit. 

Close racing throughout the field 
characterised the event, although earlier it 
had seemed likely to suffer from the 
effects of the non-appearance of a number 
of leading riders. There was tremendously 
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Sidecar champions .in - the making? 
Blenheim’s P. Corbett and S. Forbes cornering 
their immaculate water-cooled 750 Suzuki 
powered outfit. They won two of the three 
sidecar races at B Hawkesbury. 


exciting racing with Woodley and 
similarly mounted Mel Wrigley providing 
a real scrap for top honours, 

The weather was overcast but warm as 
the riders lined up their machines for the 
six-lap, 27 mile feature race. At the front 
of the grid Woodley, Wrigley and Owen 
Galbraith on the busy (it was raced in six 
of the nine events) Kawasaki ZI were the 
obvious favourites, but the minor places 
could have gone, to anyone. When, the. flag 
| dropped’ Woodley was away like a shot 
and at the end of the first lap he just led 
Wrigley by a fraction of a second with 
Galbraith on the standard ZI-a distant 
third. The big 900 led a group a group of 
machines which included the interesting 
and very fast water-cooled Kawasaki 350 
ridden by Paul McLachlan, and the 250 
Suzuki of D. Norton, = 

On the second lap Wrigley managed to 
force his TZ ahead of Woodley and they 





New Zealand 
champion Marty 
aviates his front wheel during practice ot 
lawkesbury. Timing problems later put hi 

the sidelines. gaan 


lightweight grand _ prix 
(Cropp (Yamaha TZ350) 
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Report: Bob Northrop Pictures: Brian 
Hopping 


flashed across the starV/finish line virtually 
neck and neck. As the race progressed 
this pair drew further away from 
Galbraith who ‘was all on his own in third 
place. McLachlan and Norton seemed 
secure in their positions behind Galbraith 
but behind them the battle still raged. 
Gary Boote, Ernie Collins, B. Grossan and 
K. Alderson disputed sixth. 

For two more laps Wrigley grimly held 
onto the lead but coming into the front 
straight for the white flag it was Woodley. 
There was no sign of Wrigley, until he 
put-putted into view with a broken 


expansion chamber. It was really tough _ 





luck for Mel but it couldn’t detract from 
the fine performance put up by the local 
rider as he lapped the tailenders and 
proceeded to put up the fastest lap of the 
day to make official the track record of 
3min 2sec unofficially set last year by 
Mike Sinclair. 

Galbraith inherited second spot, 
McLachlan took third from Norton who 
rode an excellent race on his little Suzuki; 
Boote caught Alderson for fifth and the 
Blenheim rider just missed out on sixth as 
Collins pipped him to the post. Towards 
the end of the field, the race-long battle 
between D. Bishell on a.350 Manx 
Norton and 'P. Newman on a 350 Yamaha 
ended with the veteran machine following 
home its later model rival. 

Galbraith had a particularly successful 
day. The Christchurch rider back in 
action after months on the sidelines with 
a broken leg, demonstrated the 
Kawasaki's strength (and his own ability) 
by claiming two third places and a second 
in the open classes to add to his two 
victories and a second place in the 
production events. One of his third places 
could so easily have been a second had he 
Not sportingly allowed Woodley, who was 
lying second to Wrigley until he ran out 
of fuel mere yards from the finish line to 
limp home ahead of him, This was an act 
of true sportsmanship. 

The first race, a production event, 
Proved to be one of the best. At the front 
af the grid the two Zs of Galbraith and 
P. Wright were obviously going to be the 
bikes to beat on the fast but narrow 
circuit. Wright's bike fluffed at the start 
and by the time he wheelied his way 
down the straight he was well behind 
everyone, After two laps Galbraith was 
leading, as expected, but Wright was 
really tramping and was right up there 
with the leaders. By the end of the 
three-lapper he was firmly planted in 
second place but there was an even bigger 
surprise. Wayne Coughlan, who had 
arrived late for practice and to be content 
with a couple of quick practice laps with 
the sidecar boys, started on the last row 
of a field of about 38 and sliced through 
on his Kawasaki 750 to set the fastest lap 
of 3min 11sec and took third place. 

Galbraith won the second production 
face from Coughlan after Wright's luck 
ran out with his petrol on the final lap. In 
the last production event, Galbraith 
stalled at the start and was rammed from 
behind. He paused on the side of the 
track to check for possible damage before 
setting off after the field. In his efforts to 
fegain lost ground he set the fastest 
Production lap time of the day at 3min 
Qsec but had to be content with the 
runner-up spot behind Coughlan 

Marty Cropp (Christchurch) on the 
third TZ Yamaha to make an appeara 
made a qui i ree 

quick start in the first Open class 
event but was relegated to second on the 
same lap by Wrigley. On the final lap 


y (Yamaha TZ350) 
Mel Wrigley (Yamaha 
f the Hawkesbury 


* Winner John Woodie: 
holds a narrow lead over 
7Z350) in the early stages 0 
championship. 

eveloped trouble wnicn 
was to put it out for the rest of ine: oy, 
and Wrigley ran out the winner from 
Mike Sinclair, (500 Suzuki) Galbraith and 
a rapidly approaching Woodley. 

Noodley occupied a berth on the 
second line of the grid for the second 
open class event, which ran over four 
laps. For the first half of the race, 
Woodley led Wrigley but — the 
Wellingtonian finally got the upper hand. 
Galbraith rode consistently third spot 
well clear of McLachlan and Sinclair 
whose Suzuki went bad on the second 
lap. Coming in for the chequered flag 
after Wingley had claimed first, Galbraith 
spied Woodley crawling along the verge 
on a TZ with a bonedry tank, pulled in 
behind him and was content with third. 

The Corbett=F orbes Suzuki 750 outfit 
dominated the Sidecar races and attracted 
a lot of attention in the pits. -In the first 
sidecar race the outfit was last away but 
first home after putting in the day’s 
fastest sidecar lap of 3min 34secs. On the 
day, the big Suzuki was in a class of its 
own with Hawkesbury’s long straights 
suiting its deep breath and long legs. But 
Corbett admitted later that Lasenby’s 
Honda was mare than a match for the 
Suzuki on the corners, 

It was interesting that all the sidecar 
outfits, (the, day started with eight of 
them at the scene but by the end of the 
final race only two were still running) 
were kneelers and most of them were 
sharp lookers, too. 


Cropp’s machine d 


Hawkesbury results 


Race One — Production (3 laps). — O. 
Galbraith, Kawasaki 900, 1; P. Wright, 
Lona 900, 2; W. Coughlan, Kawasaki 

1, 3. 


Race Two — Open (3 laps). — M. 
Wrigley, TZ Yamaha, 1; M. Sinclair, 500 
Suzuki, 2; O Galbraith, Kawasaki 900, 3. 


Race Three — Sidecars (3 laps). — P. 
Corbett and S. Forbes, Suzuki 750, 1; H. 
Lasenby and R. Hartnell, Honda 750, 2; 
b. Rohloff and P. Huntley, Triumph 650, 


‘Race Four — Production (4 laps).— O. 
Galbraith, Kawasaki 900, 1; W. Coughlan, 
aed 750, 2; P. Goodyear, Triumph 


Race Five Open (4 laps). — M. Wrigley. 
TZ Yamaha, 1; J. Woodley, TZ Varmars 
2; O. Galbraith, Kawasaki 900, 3, 


Race Six — Sidecars (4 laps). — P. 
Corbett and S. Forbes, Suzuki 780; 12H, 
Lasenby and R. Hartnell, Honda 750, 2; 


Ss Moller and M, Johnston, Suzuki 500, 


Race Seven — Production (4 laps). — 
W.  Coushlan, Kawasaki 750 1 
raith, Kawasaki 900, 2: P. Gi : 
Triumph 750, 3. EE 


Race Eight - H 
championship (6 laps), — J. Women 
Yamaha, 1; O. Galbraith, Kawasaki 900 
2; P. McLachian, Kawasaki 350, 3; D. 
Norton, Suzuki 250, 4; G, Boote, Suzuki 
coors: E. Collins, Suzuki 250, 6. Time, 


3 Fastest lap — : 
(official lap recoray © V0Odley. 3:2 


Race Nine — Sidecars (4 | 
laps). — C, 
Moller and M, Johnston, Suzutt 600, ‘i 


D. Rohloffy and 
Tiere P. Huntley, 650 
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sth Island supervisor for Blue Wing Honda, 
Allan Ofreer, demonstrating the SL125. 





the machinery world champions like 








NZIACN tester found the Honda 








be aurprisingly well set-up for competi- 
Several hours romping around in 
ideal country at McLean's 





dand in the Waimakariri River bed left 
9 doubt that this was much more than 
2 revamped trail machine 

SMont trials bikes thee days are powered 
by two-stroke motors and the valve engi 
n the Honda provides a welcome contrast. 
uf of only 122 cc, it takes alot of 
opping. 1 plugs away with little com 
nt through the most testing of sections 
almost unstoppable low oped 
cone maces life in the “feet up” game 
























Fourstroke, 122cc motor provides a welcome 
contrast. 


The engine can be made to run so 
slowly that one can almost count the 
revolutions. With the engine barely turn- 
ing over, it will pull away strongly without 
snatch. On hill work, the machine proved 
ideal. It could never be described as a 
powerful mount but it is utterly reliable 
and never faltered up the steepest slopes 
the tester could find. 

The power is transmitted to the dirt in 
remarkably efficient fashion. Naturally, 
the weight distribution is concentrated 
towards the rear, although it is not so 
much as to encourage wild wheelies with 
every twist of the throttle. The dry 
weight is 194lbs and of this 106lbs is 
concentrated at the rear half of the 
machine. 

The total weight is one aspect of the 
machine which could be improved on. It 
tips the scales at about the same point as 
some of the more highly specialised 250 
c.c. Spanish machinery. Greater use of 
lightweight alloys would overcome this 
but, then, the machine would obviously 
have to be retailed at a higher price and 
this would largelv defeat its purpose. 

As it is, the TL125 is a grand competi- 
tion mount. In the hands of a top rider 
it would be quite capable of winning a 
New Zealand championship round. Some 
measure of its quality can be gained from 
the performance of young Ashburton 
scrambler, Ross Horsburgh, who gave the 
Honda its competitive baptism in the 
Penultimate round of the New Zealand 
championship at Dunedin. 

In what was his first serious trial, 
Horsburgh finished thirteenth overall. On 
the second day, when he had become 
more used to the machine, only 10 
riders scored better than he did. 

Afterwards, other competitors were 
given the opportunity to try out the 
Honda. Most were agreeably surprised 
by its performance. Scepticisrn over the 
ability of the Japanese company to 


*produce a competitive mount without 


making use of the expertise in Europe 
was quickly replaced with admiration, 
More than 90 orders have been placed 
for the Honda with New Zealand agents — 
20 in the South Island and double this 


figure in the North Island — some 
indication of the impact the TL125 has 
made, 


These are expected “to arrive in the 
Dominion in February next year and will 
be slightly different from the demonstra- 
tion model in that they will be equipped 
with lights for road use, This will mean 
that a rider will be able to us the 
machine to travel to work on during the 
week as well as entering it in competition 
at the week-ends. 

With a ground cl 
Honda has exce 


ance of 10.2in, the 
1 ob: 











cleared, slides easily underneath the bash 
plate slung beneath the frame. Suspension 
is more than adequate with Gin travel at 
the front and 3,7in at the rear 

Although the machine is a genuine 
competition mount, it is not entirely new 
in all respects. The powerplant is a 
slightly modified version of the single- 
cylinder unit normally used in the TL125 
trail machine, 

The compression ratio has been reduced 
from 9.5-1 to 8,0-1, a different camshaft 
has been fitted and battery and coil igni 
tion has been replaced by a magnetto 
The 22mm carburettor has been replaced 
by one of 20mm 

The engine develops eight brake horse- 
power at 8000 r.p.m. but maximum 
torque, which is what really matters in 
a machine of this kind, is achieved at half 
this speed. 

For those used to the close-ration 
rapid change gearboxes of modern road- 
sters, the five-speed cluster in the little 
Honda will seem a little strange. A 








considerable amount of effort is required 


to chango goars, ond for a very good 
ronson, The box has been deliberately 
dosigned to minimise the possibility of 
the engine being knocked out of gear by 
an obstacle brushing the goar-change lever 


in the middle of a section 

Claimed top speeds for the five gears 
aro 12, 16, 22, 37 and 56 miles an hour 

Genorally, the Honda TL125 Is a 
superb little machine which: can provide 
endless hours of fun in the rough and yet 
can be used as a serious trials mount by 
riders dedicated to winning in competi 
tion. It is the cheapest trials mount 
available in New Zealand and should put 
an end to the converting of trail machines 











to trials use. 
Specifications 


Overall length, 78.5in; width, 33.1ing 
height, 43.1in; wheelbase, 50.4in; seat 
height, 30.7in; foot peg height, 13,2in; 
ground clearance, 10.2in; dry weight, 
194lb; weight distribution, 88Ib front 
and 106Ib rear; frame, semi double 
cradle with-single down tube; suspension 
travel, Gin front and 3.7in rear; tyres, 
2.75-21 front and 4,00-18 rear (semi- 
knobbly); brakes, internal expanding 
front and rear; fuel capacity, 1 gallon; 
fuel consumption, 155 m.p.g, at 34.3 
m.p.h.; engine, air-cooled four-stroke 
single cylinder overhead camshaft; bore: 
and stroke, 2.205 x 1.94Qin; .displace- 
ment, 122 c.c.; compression, 8 to 1; 
brake horsepower, 8 at 8000 r.p.mz 
torque, 5.55ft-lb at 4000 r.p.m.; _trans- 
mission, _ five-speed constant mesh; 
ehepeg ability, 34deg; turning circle, 
O.2ft 
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Speedway 


New Zealand Giant Barry Briggs — 
the four times World Champion 
could be forgiven for wondering who 
controls speedway in Britain, 

For Briggs has suffered time and 
time again this season at the hands of 
the sport's administrators, 

And their latest decision on Brigg's 
Speedway future had the Christchurch 
star seething, For the British Speedway 
Promoters Association (who control 
day-toxday running of the sport in 
England said that Barry could ride in 
a dig open meeting at his former track 
Swindon: PROVIDING he made it his 
farewell British performance, 

Naturally Briggo refused to accept 
a booking on that condition and the 
meeting went on without him, 

This latest ruling is one of a number 
that has blighted Briggs’ 1973 season, 
First of all he was banned from the 
Wortd Championship; then he was 
told he couldn't compete in any open 
meetings on British tracks he was 
then effectively barred from helping 
out his old club for a month during an 
injury crisis and finally the decision 
that he could ride at Swindon to say 
his good-byes to the British spectator, 

Said Briggo: “Can you blame me 
for feeling sore. | reckon | gave plenty 
to British speedway in my time but 
now no-one will give me anything, 

“1 dort’t want to ride in the British 
League again but | would like to ride 
in the occasional individual meeting. 
But this, it seems, will be impossible. 

“What really sickened me was that 
INe since heard the decision to ban me 
from the World Championship came 
Gown to the toss of a coin. Two 
Promoters from one track had one 
vote between them but couldn't 

decide whether to support me or 
vote against me, As | heard it, they 
decided to spin a coin — and voted 
against!” 

Throughout the year Briggs rode in 
only one individual meeting in Britain 
(the Daily Express Spring Classic at 
Wimbledon early in the season) but 


British promoters were quick to ask 
Him to help boost the gates in the 


which, of course, all promoters take a 
slice of combined profits! 

Burly Jack Millen, an ex-amateur 
boxer from Auckland, will want to 
forget the 1973 season as quickly as 
possible, 

Big Jack started off the year with 
a ankle injury — sustained while 
limbering up in one of Ivan Mauger’s 
successful training schools — but 
quickly shrugged that off to start 
scoring points for his Second Division 
track Sunderland. 

In the early weeks Kiwi Millen 
topped the Division Two score-charts 


until he busted his ankle a second time. 

And sinca then Jack has been in and 
out of the sport like a yo-yo. Inall 
he’s missed more than a third of Sunder- 
land’s league matches and also two-of 
the three England v Australasia test 
matches. 

There’s little doubt that had Millen 
stayed out of trouble he would have 
been challenging Australia’s Lou 
Sansom as the Division's top points 
scorer. 

As it is, he’s averaged nearly ten 
points a meeting even though he’s 
ridden at least half of his 18 league 
matches against medical advice, 

In the wars again: New Zealander 
Bruce Cribb y/o has, once again, had 
10 sit out the latter half of the season, 

Cribb, son of former favourite Kiwi 
Cribb, broke his leg mid-season andgs 
| werite is still hobbling about on 
crutches, 

Last year was also én injury-prone 
wan for Cribb vino was beginning to 
recapture his preinjury form with 1973 
dub Cradley United, 

New Zealanders Jack Millen, Roger 
Wright, Paul O’Neil and Jim Wells 
helped Australasia to 42-1 test varies 
vin over England at Second Division 


With Australia’s Lou Sansom head- 
ing the score-chart in the thres matches 
the five Kivdis had a vital say on the 
final rewslt of the three match series 
and helped the Colonials to a second 
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successive win over the host country, 

Inv the opening 55-53 dofoat at 
Cantorbury, O'Noll was the solo Now 
Zoalandor In actlon and managed only 
two points from his six starts, 

Injury to former World Flinvalist 
Pater Moore (broken leg) moant Hnoup 
changes for tho socond tost at 
Workington where Australasia ran out 
64-44 winnors with solld scoring from 
Roger Wright (10 points) and O'Noll 
(6 points), 

In the decidor at Hull It was Jim 
Wells who proved to bo the match= 
winner with a fighting 15 points, 
Millon, defying Injury, took thrao ridos 
before belng forced to pull out and 
contributed a valuable 7 points In 
Australasia's tlewinning 64-44 victory, 

Christchurch's Rogor Wright had 
just one outing but had engine troubles 
and didn't ride again, 

Thore’s plonty of Now Zealand 
influence in British League racing and 
Kiwi followers might like this capsule 
break-down of the performances of 
every New Zealander in regular competi- 
tion in Britain, 

Ivan Mauger: Still the Kiwi King 
and number two in the national 
averages having scored more than 200 
points for new club Exeter in 19 league 
matches, 


Dave Gifford: Started tne season 
with Wolverhampton but transferred 
to Scottish club Coatbridge after a mid- 
season dispute with the Wolverhampton 
(management, Ranked number four at 
the Scottish track with a 5% points a 
mooting average. 

Robin Adlington: One of the busiest 
Kiwis in Britain, Doubles up for First 
Division Coatbridge and Second Division 
Bradford, Has a near 4 point First 
Division average and double that in 
Division Two where ho’s second in his 
dub’s points scoring table, 

Bruce Cribb: Out of action with o 
broken leg. Before the injury ho’d 
scored 80 points in 13 matches for new 
club Cradley United. 

Frank Shuter: Another Kiwi with a 
new club, in 197,3..Now,at Exeter and 
averaging nearly 5% points a meeting, 
Has looked good in the last month and 
recently scored his first full maximum 
for the West Country side. 

Bill Andrew: Sottled down at 
Halifax and also riding a few winners 
on the racotracks, Heat loader at tho 
Shay with a 7 point average, He hopes 
to spend the winter as a National Hunt 
jockey and a certain 1974 storter for 
the Dukes, 

Rick Timmo: Has had probably his 
worst season in Britain and was, at one 
time, seriously considering returning 
home, Skipper of the Oxford side but 
relegated to reserve in the last month, 
Despite this recently scored a 12-point 
maximum against Exeter, 

Jack Millen: Another Kiwi who has 
suffered repeated injuries, Top scorer 
at Second Division Sunderland and also 
a frequent member of the champion- 
ship-chasing Reading side, Has a near 
10 point Division Two average and has 
sored ata little over 3 points a meet- 
ing for Reading. 

Graeme Stapleton: The most im- 
proved Kiwi in British League He's 
kept hold of the heatleader berth at 
Plough Lane and Is Wimbleton’s third 
highest points scorer, Particularly free- 
scoring at home and likely to improve 
on his away performances next year, 
Average: 7% points, 

Gary Peterson: Planning to return 
home shortly, In many respects It’s 
been a disappointing year for the New 
Zealand Champion who has falled to 
live up to his early promise, He's had 
several heavy falls and has ridden most 
of the season with a nagging kneo 
Injury that has detracted from his 
points scoring, His average has 
dropped to a little under 6% points a 
meeting, 

Terry Shearer: Retired with tho 
awn two-thirds of the way through, 
Had dropped down to reserve at Sucond 
Division Birmingham where his average 
had slipped below 6 points a mooting, 
He Is getting married In the winter and 
is Undecided about whether ho'll rido 
oyaln next yeor, 
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Mike Fullorton: Has made quite an 
impression in his first season in Britain 
with Second Division Bradford, He's 
scored well over a century of points 
and Is rapidly Improving on his 5 points 
average, Deflitely a candidate for tho 
title of best first-season newcomer in 
Division Two circles, 

Cliff Andorson: Has moved from 
Ellesmere Port to Crewe and looked 
like establishing himself at the latter 
until ho was injured, Has ridden in 
only half a dozen league matches but 
looks capable of holding down a 
regular team spot in 1974, 

Paul O'Neil: Dropped down from 
First Division Glasgow to Second 
Division Ellesmere Port and the move 
has been to his benefit. Scored well 
over 200 points for his new club and is 
second in their averages with an 8 
points a meeting tally. 

Roger Austin: Former national 
scrambles champion in his first season 
in Britain, With his limited New 
Zealand speedway experience has done 
woll and is now a regular team member 





Thera is no mora experienced or well- 
informed motor-cycle road racing 
journalist in Europe than Mick Woolett, 
the sports editor of England's weokly 
newspaper, “Motor Cyclo”, His book, 

RACING MOTOR CYCLES", Is a 
particularly welcome addition to the 
surprising thin rani “cy cl 
sureritioaly ks of motor-cycling 

In loss than 100 pogos, “'Rucing Motor 
Cyclos" covers the intornational road 
racing scone since the Inception of the 
championships In 1949, plus a choptor 
on tha Amoricon scono, Tho chaptor 
headings divide tho book Into periods — 
Postwar revival, tho Goldan Ago, tho 
Race for Cylindors and so on — which 
highlight: trends rather than just provide 
0 GT of raco results, 

10 1954-68 period of Intar 
rocing offorts rates 12 poges But wen 
enough to give a good Indication of tho 
Ups and downs, strongths and Weaknesses 
of the mon and machines Involved, 





boon a colourful "revolution", 
vory exciting 


‘at Hull after riding in 9 matches for 
Ellesmere Port. Also having First 
Division second half rides at Newport 
and Exeter although a knee injury in 
late August slowed him down, A 

Jim Wells: Most improved rider in 
Division Two? He’s improved no end 
this year and has upped his average 
from a 1972 high of 3% to 7% points 
ameeting, Ranked number two to 
Millen at the Sunderland track. 

Roger Wright: Not as dominant as 
he had been in 1972. He’s about a 
point meeting down on last season but 
still number three at Teessidewhere he 
was number one last year. 

Tom Black: Looked like making the 
grade at Teesside but a wrist injury 
after only five league matches put him 
dut ot action and he sailed home with 
the British season a month away from 
finishing. On departing he said he 
would be back and his early form 
indicated he could become a big name 
in the Second Division. 


Barry Briggs new role, as a speedway commentator 


for British television. 





The book is magnificently illustrated. 
any of its photographs are in colour 
and these are supplemented with three 
superb Michael Turner paintings. A look 


Mi 


through the illustrations shows the 
changes in circuits, machines and riding 
gear. Examples include Hans Haldemann’s 
1949 Norton outfit with the passenger 
lving feet first, a classic shot of Geoff 
Duke on a 1950 Norton 600, the 
unorthodox works Norton kneeler solo 
of 1953, the various dustbin fairings of 
tho mid-1960's, the first racing Hondas 
at the 1969 T.T, and Mike Hailwood on 
Norton, M.V., Honda and B.S.A, 

It goes on up to the ond of 1972 — 
tho first. and only yoar in which no world 
champlonships were won by British riders. 

Tho soction on the American scene 
makes you wonder why the all black 
loathors lasted so long, It has certainly 

betut Some 
TeCveG wi Ing machinery has come 


“Racing Motor Cyclos"' is a really 


enjoyable book to read and one to go 


buck to time after time, It Is reasos 
priced, t00, o'$3.40, |" 8 roasonably 





7 







e than $2800 in prize money will 
in this season's New Zealand 
championship, to be 
nonsored by Cigarette manufacturer 
= othmans under the Pall Mall banner. 
jdition, Palmerston North dealer 
a former international 
. and trials rider, has offered $25 
awards for the highest placed rider on 
e anese Machinery in all classes. 
hampionship will be held on 
to last season with zone 
ys, WO semi-finals and the final on 
ph 3 at Palmerston North. There will 
h NEN be one important change. The 
125 \ass will be catered for for the 
first time. This will be run as a separate 
ionship, although no A grade racers 
mitted to compete. 
competition will again be 
divided into three grades, A (experts), B 
(experienced riders) and C (all first year 
machines greater than 125cc). 
This season, the open A grade 
championship looks very open. Last 
seasan’s winner, former world road racing 
hampion Hugh Anderson, has retired 
and any one of half a dozen riders appear 
to have a chance of taking the $120 first 
n the final. 
the purposes of the qualifying 
rounds, New Zealand has been divided 
into four zones, two in each island. The 
following dates and venues for the entire 
hampionship competition are:— 
No ; 18, South Island semi-final 
at Christchurch; January 20, North Island 
one 3 meeting at New Plymouth; 
27, North Island zone 4 meeting 
rohanga; February 10, North Island 
amilton; March 3, final at 
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Wylie crashes 
Christchurch international Dale Wylie 
up for the Hawkesbury 
r this month. And he had 
The day before he had been 

out at Ruapuna Park testing another 
rider's 500 Suzuki when the hydraulic 
hose to the front disc brake burst. Wylie 
and bike slammed into the Armco barrier 
at the high speed Rothmans bend. Wylie 
was taken to hospital with injuries to his 
left leq and shoulder’ but was later 
discharged. The bike did not fare quite so 
well. A hydraulic jack was needed to 
extract it from underneath the metal 
barrier. Two days later Wylie showed 
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Club Meeting Reports 


Reports of club meetings should be 
sent to: The Editor, New Zealand Motor 
Cycle News, P,O. Box 1343, Wellington. 
These must be dispatched immediately 
after the meeting to ensure publication. 
The reports must be written on one side 
of the paper only, preferably typed in 
double spacing. 


IXION 


Wellington’s Peter Boyle (400 Suzuki) 
has emerged the overall winner of the 
|xion club’s winter moto-cross series, 
although he was unable to increase his 
points tally greatly in the final meeting at 
Otaihanga because of a leg injury. The 
two main points events were dominated 
by Ashburton’s Ross Horsburgh and 
Palmerston North’s Morley Shirriffs, 
both on 250 Honda Elsinores. Results:— 


A Grade Trail—Bikes: _ 
Gary Whittaker (Suzuki) 1, 
Clive Fail (Suzuki) 2, 
Graham Giles 
1st leg — Winter Series: 
Ross Horsburgh (Honda) 1, 
Morley Shirriffs (Honda) 2, 
Bill Wetzel emehal: 3. 
— Winter Series: 

Marlen Salnitfs (Honda) 1, 
Bill Wetzel Cane z 

i rs (Suzuki) 3. 
aS Peter Boyle 68, Bill Wetze) 
60%, Bill Flowers 59%, Morley Shirriffs 
58, Dave Strange 37, D. Boyce 34. 


CANTERBURY 


ii -race international 
Christchurch: road-race_ pest one 
jie provided a major shock ! 
Calon expensive racing machinery 
wheal he led them all home in the first 










commendable Courage by returning to the 
same track, his shoulder strapped up, and 
eesttiwith popaencurs in a club 
ing a 

he showed the way, home to events: 
including riders Mounted on top class 
Machinery such as T2350 Yamahas. That 
takes some doing on any bike. ‘ 

No transport 


New Zealand 350 and 5 
champion Jim Landrebe Dues we 
another who entered for Hawkesbury and 
did not put in an appearance. A motor 
accident put his van off the road and he 
Was unable to get his bike to Blenheim. 


Build Your Own 


Christchurch racers like to do a little 
more than just ride bikes if the recent 
efforts of two top-liners in two different 
fields are anything to go by. Paul 
McLaughlan, who finished runner-up in 
the New Zealand senior grand prix a 
Couple of seasons ago, recently completed 
building a highly Modified three-cylinder 
350 Kawasaki — with water cooling! 
McLaughlan has had the bike out several 
times. now and it is showing exceptional 
Promise. The other bike just finished isa 
500 cc. B.S.A. powered moto-cross 
mount \which has been completely 
designed and constructed by former New 
Zealand scrambles champion Alister 
Sabiston.. With Power of 45 brake 
horsepower available and an all-up weight 
of only 210 Ibs the latest in the long line 
of “El Sab” machines should also be the 
best. This is the eighth bike which 
Sabiston has built. 

Castrol Motor-cross 


A top-class field has entered for the 
New Brighton club’s Castrol Moto-cross 
at Oggs Farm on November 11. Three 
half-hour races, each carrying prize 
money of $136, are planned and the club 
secretary, Bill Campbell, has promised 
that the course-will be a tough one. 
Heading the entry are the English visitors, 
Randy and Rowley Owen, on 360 and 
250 YZ Yamahas. 

Ross McLaren (Hamilton), Allan 
Collison (Tauranga), Morely  Shirriffs 
| (Palmerston North), Lew Peeti 
(Dannivirke) } and Ross Horsburgh 
(Ashburton) are among the riders who 
will be challenging the English pair. Total 
prize money for the meeting exceeds 
$600. 





































Ginger changing 

Ginger Molloy might be riding 
Yamahas this season after a dispute with 
the Kawasaki factory. Last March at 
Singapore he was promised his trip would 
be paid for by the factory if he won the 
Singapore grand prix. This he did but 
now, six months later, Molloy is still 
waiting for payment of a sum which is 
well into four figures. He is at Present 
Playing his cards close to his chest and 
would not comment on his mount for the 
season apart from saying its “pretty quick 
and looks great’’. 
Odd ruling 


Riders who have participated in roaa 
Faces outside New Zealand were not 
Permitted to enter for the one-hour 
Production race held in conjunction with 
the New Zealand senior T.T. at 
Pukekohe. This strange ruling did not 
Impress the top riders, especially those 
tiding sponsored machines. One would 
think that a rider who spends thousands 
of dollars and years of his life in achieving 
international status should at least be 
rewarded by being allowed to start in 
major production races. 

Lawrence retires 


All-rounder Brian Lawrence has retired 
from competitive moto-cross because of 
continual problems with both shoulders. 
“| have had an enjoyable six years at it 
and now my plans are to put something 
back into it in other ways’. He will 
certainly not be lost to the sport and has 
been appointed a correspondent for 
“New Zealand Motor Cycle News”. 


Hard Luck 


Hard luck story of the Hawkesbury 
road race meeting must be that of Gary 
Watson who journeyed from Napier with 
passenger J. Grant and his immaculate 
Kawasaki 750 outfit only to poke a 
conrod through the crankcase during the 
Practice. This put him out for the day 
and probably a whole lot longer. In the 
final chair race Gary passengered the 
Corbett Suzuki outfit which pert Itty us for 
missed a beat all day and which lool | Box 
like providing Gary with at least HARD TO GET PARTS 
something for all his trouble. Not so, The SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
Suzuki chose that race to play up so Gary VILLIERS SPARES (including new engines) 
left feeling none too cheerful. HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS (including belts) 
NORTON MANZ — SOME PARTS 

UP TO 1958 
AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW AND USED 


Ivan returning 


New Zealand's most accomplished 
international scrambler, Blenheim’s Ivan 
Miller, is expected back in New Zealand 
for good after Christmas. He is to be 
sponsored on a RN400 Suzuki by the 
importers, Percy Coleman Ltd, of 
Wanganui. 

Miller is currently sweeping all before 
him in Australia on a team of Husqvarnas. 
In the final round of the New South 
Wales championship at Taree, recently, he 
won every race on the programme, 
completely demoralising the poor 
Aussies. He won the final rounds of the 
125 ultra-lightweight championship, the 
250 lightweight championship, the 500 
senior championship and the unlimited 
championship. That, to put it mildly,was 
quite a haul. 
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Classifieds .... 
AERMACCHI 350. 


Immaculate — complete overhaul — plenty of SPARES 

— ready for thi 2 
$1,100.00 {Ivers weenie VINCENT SPARES — NEW ZEALAND. 
Telephone: 667-802 or 669-336. DISTRIBUTOR 


Onehunga Motor Cycles Ltd. 339 Queen St. 
ALSO 





race held by the Canterbury Auto Cycle 
Club at Ruapuna Park. His mount was a 
standard production 750 Triumph 
Bonneville. Unfortunately Wylie was not 
recognised in the official results because 
this was supposed to be a race for racing 
class bikes. Results:— 


Race 1 (racing class) 

P. McLaclan (Christchurch) Kawasaki 
350, 1; G. Boote (Christchurch) TR500 
Suzuki, 2; J. Woodley (Blenheim) TZ350 
Yamaha, 3; M. Wrighley (Wellington), 350 
Yamaha, 4. Race 2 (production): D. Wylie 
(Christchurch) 750 Triumph, 1; O. Gal- 
braith (Christchurch) 750 Kawasaki, 2; 

J. White (Christchurch) 900 Kawasaki, 3. 
Race 3 (all in scratch): McLachlan, 15 
Woodley, 2; Wrigley, 3; G. Boote, 4. 


NEW BRIGHTON 4 

Ashburton’s Ross Horsburgh (250 
Honda) swept all before him in the'New 
Brighton club's Commonwealth Games 
moto-cross on the Ogg's Farm circuit. He 
comfortably won all three scratch races in 
the 250 class and in the only open class 
event he rode in he edged out Wellington's 
Peter Boyle (400 Suzuki) to win this as 
well. Results:— 


500 c.c. class (each race 5 laps) :— 


First race: P. Boyle (Wellington) 400 Suzuki. 


6:52, 1; J. Penny, 400 Maico, 2; G. Norris 
Yamaha, 3. Second race. Boyle, 6:53, 1, 
R. Mulgreen (Dunedin), 250 Honda, 2, 
Norris 3. Third race. R. Horsburgh (Ash- 
burton), 250 Honda, 7:35, 1, Boyle 2, 

R. Happer, 400 Suzuki, 3. 


250cc class (each race 5 laps) 

First race. R. Horsburgh (Ashburton), 
Honda, 6:56, 1; J. Nichols, Kawasuki, 2, 

J, Penny, Maico, 3, Second race. Horsburgh, 
6:54, 1, D. Burns, Honda, 2; Nichols 3, 
Third race. Horsburgh, 8:15, 1, Nichols 2, 
Burns 3. 


125cc class (each race 5 legs) 

First race. L. Ross, Suzuki, 7:13, 1, A 
Sintes, Suzuki, 2, C. Stone (Ashburton), 
Honda, 3. Second race. Ross, 7:10, 1, 





| Combridge, Suzuki, 2, R. Blackwell, 


SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 
Wombat, 3. Third race. Ross 1, Stone 2, 








Combridge 3. 


39 MANCHESTER STREET, 
CHRISTCHURCH 
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ERIC WOOD 


The Barcelona 24 hours winner 
(also third and fourth) 750SF 


OHC Twin. 


A race-proven road motor-cycle 


now available in a choice of ten 


colours. 


SOLE NZ AGENTS:— 

ERIC WOOD MOTORCYCLES LTD., 
39 MANCHESTER STREET, } 
CHRISTCHURCH. = 


The Italian Masterpiece 
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